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Pledge to end ban on teacher transfer 
Rebecca Smithers 
Education editor

The national regulatory body
for teachers in England yes-
terday pledged to end a legal
anomaly that has prevented
the head of a top private
school with some of the best
exam results in the country
from switching to the state
sector. 

Tristram Jones-Parry, head
of £15,200-a-year Westminster
school in central London, is
retiring next year and wanted
to offer his services — based on
30 years’ experience — as a
maths teacher to state schools.  

But the General Teaching
Council for England said it
had been unable to register the
57-year-old because he did not
have “qualified teacher status”
(QTS), which is generally
obtained by completing a one-
year postgraduate certificate
in education or another train-
ing route. 

Teachers can work in the pri-
vate sector without obtaining
QTS. But in the state sector it
is, by law, a condition of
registration. 

The revelation yesterday
sparked claims from Tim
Collins, the shadow education
secretary, that it was “ludi-
crous” that a “silly rule” should
prevent a highly experienced
maths teacher from teaching
at a time of chronic shortage of
maths specialists. 

Carol Adams, chief executive
of the GTC (England), denied
the incident was embarrassing
for the organisation, but said
she would be taking urgent
steps to try to introduce a

“fast-track” system to allow
candidates of Mr Jones-Parry’s
standing to be approved for
teaching in a different way. 

“The legislation was passed
for the best reasons. But
clearly when someone is at the
end of their career it’s not rea-
sonable to expect them to do a

year at college, and a teacher
such as Mr Jones-Parry has a
lot to offer. This has high-
lighted an anomaly we have
been seeking to address. We
will be taking it up with the
Department for Education
and Skills.” 

Mr Jones-Parry, who has

been head of Westminster
school for six years and taught
maths there for 21 years before
that, said: “I wrote to the GTC
and was told by a senior per-
son that I can’t teach without
registering and that I can’t reg-
ister because I do not have
qualified status.” 

US seizes webservers from
independent media sites 
Rachel Shabi

American authorities have
shut down 20 independent
media centres by seizing their
British-based webservers.

On Thursday a court order
was issued to Rackspace, an
American-owned web hosting
company in Uxbridge, Middle-
sex, forcing it to hand over two
servers used by Indymedia, an
international media network
which covers of social justice
issues and provides a “news-
wire", to which its users
contribute. 

The websites affected by the
seizure span 17 countries.

It is unclear why, or to where,
the servers have been taken.
The FBI, speaking to the French
AFP, acknowledged that a sub-

poena had been issued but said
this was at the request of Italian
and Swiss authorities.

“It is not an FBI operation,"
said its spokesman, Joe Parris.

Rackspace told Indymedia
that it had been served with a
court order under the Mutual
Legal Assistance Treaty, under
which countries assist each
other in investigations such
as international terrorism,
kidnapping and money laun-
dering

It is unclear why such a
treaty would apply in this con-
text. A UK Indymedia journal-
ist said: “The authorities may
just be using this as a trawling
exercise. We don’t know." 

It is also unclear if the Home
Office was involved. 

The Metropolitan police said

it was not aware of the move.
The UK Indymedia site is

now working, because it was
backed up on another server,
unlike others which are still
shut down. 

One of the servers was to be
used to stream web radio cov-
erage of the European Social
Forum conference in London
next week.

Aidan White, the general
secretary of the International
Federation of Journalists, con-
demned the “intolerable and
intrusive" action . 

Tim Gopsill of the NUJ said:
“If the security services of the
UK or US can just walk in and
take away a server, then there
is no freedom of expression.”

MediaGuardian.co.uk

Tim Radford Science editor

Scientists in California have
found a way to “turn off” a
gene that makes cancerous
cells lethal. They eliminated
aggressive, incurable liver
tumours in laboratory mice in
four weeks, they report in an
advance paper in Nature today.

The study, based on a gene
called Myc, could lead to new
ways of treating cancer. 

Cancer Research UK scien-
tists in Glasgow, working with
colleagues in Seattle, last year
worked out the details of how
Myc cranks up the rate of
growth of dividing cancer cells
by sending one of the cell’s
factories into overdrive. In can-
cer, cells divide uncontrollably.

The California team based
their studies on mice with
genetically modified liver cells.
The type of cell that becomes
cancerous is called an epithe-
lial cell, and these form can-
cers in breast, colon and
prostate. So the same
approach might work in all of
them. Liver cancer is common
and difficult to treat. 

“This is a terrible cancer.
Anything that is encouraging
in liver cancer may be impor-
tant,” said Dean Felsher of
Stanford University, who led
the research. “The exciting
thing is that you can turn can-

cer cells into something that
appears to be normal.”

The mice under study had a
mutated Myc gene that was
constantly on. It produced a
Myc protein that served as a
kind of conductor, sending a
signal to cells to divide. Cancer
cells produce too much Myc
protein all the time, and are
constantly dividing. Dr Felsher
and his colleagues fed the mice
an antibiotic called doxycy-
cline, which turned the gene
off, and stopped the protein
flow. 

As long as the mice had the
antibiotic diet, they remained
healthy. Once the antibiotic
was withheld, they developed
aggressive liver cancer in 12
weeks. When they were put
back on the diet, all of them
showed rapid regression: the
liver cancer was eliminated,
and liver cells seemed to
behave normally. In effect, the
scientists turned the Myc gene
on and off like a tap, and
turned cancer on and off at the
same time. 

They also found that some of
the apparently normal cells
retained the ability to become
cancerous, which could
explain why cancers often
recur after chemotherapy.
Cancer hits one person in
three, and kills one in five. In
recent years, researchers have

concentrated on a number of
new approaches. They have
tried to cut off the blood sup-
ply to tumours, to halt their
growth. They have tested
search-and-destroy toxins,
designed to make for and elim-
inate only cancerous cells.
They have experimented with
scalpels made of ultrasound,
and they have tried to “burn”
cancerous cells with infrared
radiation. 

But cancer is, above all, a dis-
ease of the DNA, and British
researchers have launched a
cancer genome project to col-
lect all the genetic mutations
involved in the making of a
cancer. There are more than
100. But the Myc protein
seems to play a role in many
cases of the disease.

The Glasgow study
immediately suggested that it
would be a good target. If
researchers could find a drug
that blocked the action of Myc,
they could study its effect on
cancer cases. The Stanford
study shows that they were
right.

But what works in mice may
not work so well in humans.
The next step is to hunt for a
drug that would be safe for
human patients, and yet have
the same impact.

guardian.co.uk/medicine

Scientists find way
to ‘turn off’ cancer 
Antibiotic halts aggressive tumours in mice 

Gallery
reunites
society
sisters
Maev Kennedy Arts and
heritage correspondent

The beautiful Seniors, the
toast of London society in
1858, will meet again this week
for the first time in more than
a century. 

Mrs Jeanie Senior has made
regular outings. Her sister-in-
law, Minnie, had retired com-
pletely from society and had
not appeared in public since
1881 — until she was traced
last year to a suburban living
room in Wimbledon.

The portraits, sedate Minnie
walking through a garden and
Jeanie bending to water
flowers, awed the critics when
they were exhibited together
by the artist GF Watts at the
Royal Academy in 1858.

They meet again in an exhi-
bition at the National Portrait
Gallery, intended to help re-
store the reputation of a giant
of Victorian art, judged by
Henry James to be “the first
portrait painter in England”. 

He was already seen as old-
fashioned when he died in
1904, and slid into obscurity
for most of the 20th century.

The exhibition is part of a
renaissance marking the cen-
tenary of his death. There’s an
exhibition at the Watts Gallery
at Compton in Surrey; a
biography due out this month;
huge allegorical paintings on
display at Tate Britain; small
exhibitions at the Royal Acad-
emy and Leighton House; and
the portrait gallery exhibition
of the works he valued least.

“People will be astonished at
just how gorgeous these por-
traits are, the sheer richness
and beauty of the colour, their
glamour, and the scale and
ambition of the compositions,”
curator Barbara Bryant said.

Watts moaned about the
need to earn money by paint-
ing portraits, which distracted
him from his true work: the
gloomy allegories, histories
and symbolist paintings which
are now the hardest to love.

Ms Bryant thinks he pro-
tested too much. “You can’t
mistake, looking at these por-
traits, the enthusiasm, the
freshness, and the constant ex-
periment with which they are
painted.”
GF Watts Portraits, Fame &
Beauty in Victorian Society,
National Portrait Gallery,
October 14-January 9 Jeanie Senior by GF Watts, said by Henry James to be the first portrait painter in England National Trust Photographic Library
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Pledge to end ban on teacher transfer 
Rebecca Smithers 
Education editor

The national regulatory body
for teachers in England yes-
terday pledged to end a legal
anomaly that has prevented
the head of a top private
school with some of the best
exam results in the country
from switching to the state
sector. 

Tristram Jones-Parry, head
of £15,200-a-year Westminster
school in central London, is
retiring next year and wanted
to offer his services — based on
30 years’ experience — as a
maths teacher to state schools.  

But the General Teaching
Council for England said it
had been unable to register the
57-year-old because he did not
have “qualified teacher status”
(QTS), which is generally
obtained by completing a one-
year postgraduate certificate
in education or another train-
ing route. 

Teachers can work in the pri-
vate sector without obtaining
QTS. But in the state sector it
is, by law, a condition of
registration. 

The revelation yesterday
sparked claims from Tim
Collins, the shadow education
secretary, that it was “ludi-
crous” that a “silly rule” should
prevent a highly experienced
maths teacher from teaching
at a time of chronic shortage of
maths specialists. 

Carol Adams, chief executive
of the GTC (England), denied
the incident was embarrassing
for the organisation, but said
she would be taking urgent
steps to try to introduce a

“fast-track” system to allow
candidates of Mr Jones-Parry’s
standing to be approved for
teaching in a different way. 

“The legislation was passed
for the best reasons. But
clearly when someone is at the
end of their career it’s not rea-
sonable to expect them to do a

year at college, and a teacher
such as Mr Jones-Parry has a
lot to offer. This has high-
lighted an anomaly we have
been seeking to address. We
will be taking it up with the
Department for Education
and Skills.” 

Mr Jones-Parry, who has

been head of Westminster
school for six years and taught
maths there for 21 years before
that, said: “I wrote to the GTC
and was told by a senior per-
son that I can’t teach without
registering and that I can’t reg-
ister because I do not have
qualified status.” 

US seizes webservers from
independent media sites 
Rachel Shabi

American authorities have
shut down 20 independent
media centres by seizing their
British-based webservers.

On Thursday a court order
was issued to Rackspace, an
American-owned web hosting
company in Uxbridge, Middle-
sex, forcing it to hand over two
servers used by Indymedia, an
international media network
which covers of social justice
issues and provides a “news-
wire", to which its users
contribute. 

The websites affected by the
seizure span 17 countries.

It is unclear why, or to where,
the servers have been taken.
The FBI, speaking to the French
AFP, acknowledged that a sub-

poena had been issued but said
this was at the request of Italian
and Swiss authorities.

“It is not an FBI operation,"
said its spokesman, Joe Parris.

Rackspace told Indymedia
that it had been served with a
court order under the Mutual
Legal Assistance Treaty, under
which countries assist each
other in investigations such
as international terrorism,
kidnapping and money laun-
dering

It is unclear why such a
treaty would apply in this con-
text. A UK Indymedia journal-
ist said: “The authorities may
just be using this as a trawling
exercise. We don’t know." 

It is also unclear if the Home
Office was involved. 

The Metropolitan police said

it was not aware of the move.
The UK Indymedia site is

now working, because it was
backed up on another server,
unlike others which are still
shut down. 

One of the servers was to be
used to stream web radio cov-
erage of the European Social
Forum conference in London
next week.

Aidan White, the general
secretary of the International
Federation of Journalists, con-
demned the “intolerable and
intrusive" action . 

Tim Gopsill of the NUJ said:
“If the security services of the
UK or US can just walk in and
take away a server, then there
is no freedom of expression.”

MediaGuardian.co.uk

Tim Radford Science editor

Scientists in California have
found a way to “turn off” a
gene that makes cancerous
cells lethal. They eliminated
aggressive, incurable liver
tumours in laboratory mice in
four weeks, they report in an
advance paper in Nature today.

The study, based on a gene
called Myc, could lead to new
ways of treating cancer. 

Cancer Research UK scien-
tists in Glasgow, working with
colleagues in Seattle, last year
worked out the details of how
Myc cranks up the rate of
growth of dividing cancer cells
by sending one of the cell’s
factories into overdrive. In can-
cer, cells divide uncontrollably.

The California team based
their studies on mice with
genetically modified liver cells.
The type of cell that becomes
cancerous is called an epithe-
lial cell, and these form can-
cers in breast, colon and
prostate. So the same
approach might work in all of
them. Liver cancer is common
and difficult to treat. 

“This is a terrible cancer.
Anything that is encouraging
in liver cancer may be impor-
tant,” said Dean Felsher of
Stanford University, who led
the research. “The exciting
thing is that you can turn can-

cer cells into something that
appears to be normal.”

The mice under study had a
mutated Myc gene that was
constantly on. It produced a
Myc protein that served as a
kind of conductor, sending a
signal to cells to divide. Cancer
cells produce too much Myc
protein all the time, and are
constantly dividing. Dr Felsher
and his colleagues fed the mice
an antibiotic called doxycy-
cline, which turned the gene
off, and stopped the protein
flow. 

As long as the mice had the
antibiotic diet, they remained
healthy. Once the antibiotic
was withheld, they developed
aggressive liver cancer in 12
weeks. When they were put
back on the diet, all of them
showed rapid regression: the
liver cancer was eliminated,
and liver cells seemed to
behave normally. In effect, the
scientists turned the Myc gene
on and off like a tap, and
turned cancer on and off at the
same time. 

They also found that some of
the apparently normal cells
retained the ability to become
cancerous, which could
explain why cancers often
recur after chemotherapy.
Cancer hits one person in
three, and kills one in five. In
recent years, researchers have

concentrated on a number of
new approaches. They have
tried to cut off the blood sup-
ply to tumours, to halt their
growth. They have tested
search-and-destroy toxins,
designed to make for and elim-
inate only cancerous cells.
They have experimented with
scalpels made of ultrasound,
and they have tried to “burn”
cancerous cells with infrared
radiation. 

But cancer is, above all, a dis-
ease of the DNA, and British
researchers have launched a
cancer genome project to col-
lect all the genetic mutations
involved in the making of a
cancer. There are more than
100. But the Myc protein
seems to play a role in many
cases of the disease.

The Glasgow study
immediately suggested that it
would be a good target. If
researchers could find a drug
that blocked the action of Myc,
they could study its effect on
cancer cases. The Stanford
study shows that they were
right.

But what works in mice may
not work so well in humans.
The next step is to hunt for a
drug that would be safe for
human patients, and yet have
the same impact.
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Antibiotic halts aggressive tumours in mice 
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The beautiful Seniors, the
toast of London society in
1858, will meet again this week
for the first time in more than
a century. 

Mrs Jeanie Senior has made
regular outings. Her sister-in-
law, Minnie, had retired com-
pletely from society and had
not appeared in public since
1881 — until she was traced
last year to a suburban living
room in Wimbledon.

The portraits, sedate Minnie
walking through a garden and
Jeanie bending to water
flowers, awed the critics when
they were exhibited together
by the artist GF Watts at the
Royal Academy in 1858.

They meet again in an exhi-
bition at the National Portrait
Gallery, intended to help re-
store the reputation of a giant
of Victorian art, judged by
Henry James to be “the first
portrait painter in England”. 

He was already seen as old-
fashioned when he died in
1904, and slid into obscurity
for most of the 20th century.

The exhibition is part of a
renaissance marking the cen-
tenary of his death. There’s an
exhibition at the Watts Gallery
at Compton in Surrey; a
biography due out this month;
huge allegorical paintings on
display at Tate Britain; small
exhibitions at the Royal Acad-
emy and Leighton House; and
the portrait gallery exhibition
of the works he valued least.

“People will be astonished at
just how gorgeous these por-
traits are, the sheer richness
and beauty of the colour, their
glamour, and the scale and
ambition of the compositions,”
curator Barbara Bryant said.

Watts moaned about the
need to earn money by paint-
ing portraits, which distracted
him from his true work: the
gloomy allegories, histories
and symbolist paintings which
are now the hardest to love.

Ms Bryant thinks he pro-
tested too much. “You can’t
mistake, looking at these por-
traits, the enthusiasm, the
freshness, and the constant ex-
periment with which they are
painted.”
GF Watts Portraits, Fame &
Beauty in Victorian Society,
National Portrait Gallery,
October 14-January 9 Jeanie Senior by GF Watts, said by Henry James to be the first portrait painter in England National Trust Photographic Library
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Pledge to end ban on teacher transfer 
Rebecca Smithers 
Education editor

The national regulatory body
for teachers in England yes-
terday pledged to end a legal
anomaly that has prevented
the head of a top private
school with some of the best
exam results in the country
from switching to the state
sector. 

Tristram Jones-Parry, head
of £15,200-a-year Westminster
school in central London, is
retiring next year and wanted
to offer his services — based on
30 years’ experience — as a
maths teacher to state schools.  

But the General Teaching
Council for England said it
had been unable to register the
57-year-old because he did not
have “qualified teacher status”
(QTS), which is generally
obtained by completing a one-
year postgraduate certificate
in education or another train-
ing route. 

Teachers can work in the pri-
vate sector without obtaining
QTS. But in the state sector it
is, by law, a condition of
registration. 

The revelation yesterday
sparked claims from Tim
Collins, the shadow education
secretary, that it was “ludi-
crous” that a “silly rule” should
prevent a highly experienced
maths teacher from teaching
at a time of chronic shortage of
maths specialists. 

Carol Adams, chief executive
of the GTC (England), denied
the incident was embarrassing
for the organisation, but said
she would be taking urgent
steps to try to introduce a

“fast-track” system to allow
candidates of Mr Jones-Parry’s
standing to be approved for
teaching in a different way. 

“The legislation was passed
for the best reasons. But
clearly when someone is at the
end of their career it’s not rea-
sonable to expect them to do a

year at college, and a teacher
such as Mr Jones-Parry has a
lot to offer. This has high-
lighted an anomaly we have
been seeking to address. We
will be taking it up with the
Department for Education
and Skills.” 

Mr Jones-Parry, who has

been head of Westminster
school for six years and taught
maths there for 21 years before
that, said: “I wrote to the GTC
and was told by a senior per-
son that I can’t teach without
registering and that I can’t reg-
ister because I do not have
qualified status.” 

US seizes webservers from
independent media sites 
Rachel Shabi

American authorities have
shut down 20 independent
media centres by seizing their
British-based webservers.

On Thursday a court order
was issued to Rackspace, an
American-owned web hosting
company in Uxbridge, Middle-
sex, forcing it to hand over two
servers used by Indymedia, an
international media network
which covers of social justice
issues and provides a “news-
wire", to which its users
contribute. 

The websites affected by the
seizure span 17 countries.

It is unclear why, or to where,
the servers have been taken.
The FBI, speaking to the French
AFP, acknowledged that a sub-

poena had been issued but said
this was at the request of Italian
and Swiss authorities.

“It is not an FBI operation,"
said its spokesman, Joe Parris.

Rackspace told Indymedia
that it had been served with a
court order under the Mutual
Legal Assistance Treaty, under
which countries assist each
other in investigations such
as international terrorism,
kidnapping and money laun-
dering

It is unclear why such a
treaty would apply in this con-
text. A UK Indymedia journal-
ist said: “The authorities may
just be using this as a trawling
exercise. We don’t know." 

It is also unclear if the Home
Office was involved. 

The Metropolitan police said

it was not aware of the move.
The UK Indymedia site is

now working, because it was
backed up on another server,
unlike others which are still
shut down. 

One of the servers was to be
used to stream web radio cov-
erage of the European Social
Forum conference in London
next week.

Aidan White, the general
secretary of the International
Federation of Journalists, con-
demned the “intolerable and
intrusive" action . 

Tim Gopsill of the NUJ said:
“If the security services of the
UK or US can just walk in and
take away a server, then there
is no freedom of expression.”
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Scientists in California have
found a way to “turn off” a
gene that makes cancerous
cells lethal. They eliminated
aggressive, incurable liver
tumours in laboratory mice in
four weeks, they report in an
advance paper in Nature today.

The study, based on a gene
called Myc, could lead to new
ways of treating cancer. 

Cancer Research UK scien-
tists in Glasgow, working with
colleagues in Seattle, last year
worked out the details of how
Myc cranks up the rate of
growth of dividing cancer cells
by sending one of the cell’s
factories into overdrive. In can-
cer, cells divide uncontrollably.

The California team based
their studies on mice with
genetically modified liver cells.
The type of cell that becomes
cancerous is called an epithe-
lial cell, and these form can-
cers in breast, colon and
prostate. So the same
approach might work in all of
them. Liver cancer is common
and difficult to treat. 

“This is a terrible cancer.
Anything that is encouraging
in liver cancer may be impor-
tant,” said Dean Felsher of
Stanford University, who led
the research. “The exciting
thing is that you can turn can-

cer cells into something that
appears to be normal.”

The mice under study had a
mutated Myc gene that was
constantly on. It produced a
Myc protein that served as a
kind of conductor, sending a
signal to cells to divide. Cancer
cells produce too much Myc
protein all the time, and are
constantly dividing. Dr Felsher
and his colleagues fed the mice
an antibiotic called doxycy-
cline, which turned the gene
off, and stopped the protein
flow. 

As long as the mice had the
antibiotic diet, they remained
healthy. Once the antibiotic
was withheld, they developed
aggressive liver cancer in 12
weeks. When they were put
back on the diet, all of them
showed rapid regression: the
liver cancer was eliminated,
and liver cells seemed to
behave normally. In effect, the
scientists turned the Myc gene
on and off like a tap, and
turned cancer on and off at the
same time. 

They also found that some of
the apparently normal cells
retained the ability to become
cancerous, which could
explain why cancers often
recur after chemotherapy.
Cancer hits one person in
three, and kills one in five. In
recent years, researchers have

concentrated on a number of
new approaches. They have
tried to cut off the blood sup-
ply to tumours, to halt their
growth. They have tested
search-and-destroy toxins,
designed to make for and elim-
inate only cancerous cells.
They have experimented with
scalpels made of ultrasound,
and they have tried to “burn”
cancerous cells with infrared
radiation. 

But cancer is, above all, a dis-
ease of the DNA, and British
researchers have launched a
cancer genome project to col-
lect all the genetic mutations
involved in the making of a
cancer. There are more than
100. But the Myc protein
seems to play a role in many
cases of the disease.

The Glasgow study
immediately suggested that it
would be a good target. If
researchers could find a drug
that blocked the action of Myc,
they could study its effect on
cancer cases. The Stanford
study shows that they were
right.

But what works in mice may
not work so well in humans.
The next step is to hunt for a
drug that would be safe for
human patients, and yet have
the same impact.
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Scientists find way
to ‘turn off’ cancer 
Antibiotic halts aggressive tumours in mice 

Gallery
reunites
society
sisters
Maev Kennedy Arts and
heritage correspondent

The beautiful Seniors, the
toast of London society in
1858, will meet again this week
for the first time in more than
a century. 

Mrs Jeanie Senior has made
regular outings. Her sister-in-
law, Minnie, had retired com-
pletely from society and had
not appeared in public since
1881 — until she was traced
last year to a suburban living
room in Wimbledon.

The portraits, sedate Minnie
walking through a garden and
Jeanie bending to water
flowers, awed the critics when
they were exhibited together
by the artist GF Watts at the
Royal Academy in 1858.

They meet again in an exhi-
bition at the National Portrait
Gallery, intended to help re-
store the reputation of a giant
of Victorian art, judged by
Henry James to be “the first
portrait painter in England”. 

He was already seen as old-
fashioned when he died in
1904, and slid into obscurity
for most of the 20th century.

The exhibition is part of a
renaissance marking the cen-
tenary of his death. There’s an
exhibition at the Watts Gallery
at Compton in Surrey; a
biography due out this month;
huge allegorical paintings on
display at Tate Britain; small
exhibitions at the Royal Acad-
emy and Leighton House; and
the portrait gallery exhibition
of the works he valued least.

“People will be astonished at
just how gorgeous these por-
traits are, the sheer richness
and beauty of the colour, their
glamour, and the scale and
ambition of the compositions,”
curator Barbara Bryant said.

Watts moaned about the
need to earn money by paint-
ing portraits, which distracted
him from his true work: the
gloomy allegories, histories
and symbolist paintings which
are now the hardest to love.

Ms Bryant thinks he pro-
tested too much. “You can’t
mistake, looking at these por-
traits, the enthusiasm, the
freshness, and the constant ex-
periment with which they are
painted.”
GF Watts Portraits, Fame &
Beauty in Victorian Society,
National Portrait Gallery,
October 14-January 9 Jeanie Senior by GF Watts, said by Henry James to be the first portrait painter in England National Trust Photographic Library
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Pledge to end ban on teacher transfer 
Rebecca Smithers 
Education editor

The national regulatory body
for teachers in England yes-
terday pledged to end a legal
anomaly that has prevented
the head of a top private
school with some of the best
exam results in the country
from switching to the state
sector. 

Tristram Jones-Parry, head
of £15,200-a-year Westminster
school in central London, is
retiring next year and wanted
to offer his services — based on
30 years’ experience — as a
maths teacher to state schools.  

But the General Teaching
Council for England said it
had been unable to register the
57-year-old because he did not
have “qualified teacher status”
(QTS), which is generally
obtained by completing a one-
year postgraduate certificate
in education or another train-
ing route. 

Teachers can work in the pri-
vate sector without obtaining
QTS. But in the state sector it
is, by law, a condition of
registration. 

The revelation yesterday
sparked claims from Tim
Collins, the shadow education
secretary, that it was “ludi-
crous” that a “silly rule” should
prevent a highly experienced
maths teacher from teaching
at a time of chronic shortage of
maths specialists. 

Carol Adams, chief executive
of the GTC (England), denied
the incident was embarrassing
for the organisation, but said
she would be taking urgent
steps to try to introduce a

“fast-track” system to allow
candidates of Mr Jones-Parry’s
standing to be approved for
teaching in a different way. 

“The legislation was passed
for the best reasons. But
clearly when someone is at the
end of their career it’s not rea-
sonable to expect them to do a

year at college, and a teacher
such as Mr Jones-Parry has a
lot to offer. This has high-
lighted an anomaly we have
been seeking to address. We
will be taking it up with the
Department for Education
and Skills.” 

Mr Jones-Parry, who has

been head of Westminster
school for six years and taught
maths there for 21 years before
that, said: “I wrote to the GTC
and was told by a senior per-
son that I can’t teach without
registering and that I can’t reg-
ister because I do not have
qualified status.” 

US seizes webservers from
independent media sites 
Rachel Shabi

American authorities have
shut down 20 independent
media centres by seizing their
British-based webservers.

On Thursday a court order
was issued to Rackspace, an
American-owned web hosting
company in Uxbridge, Middle-
sex, forcing it to hand over two
servers used by Indymedia, an
international media network
which covers of social justice
issues and provides a “news-
wire", to which its users
contribute. 

The websites affected by the
seizure span 17 countries.

It is unclear why, or to where,
the servers have been taken.
The FBI, speaking to the French
AFP, acknowledged that a sub-

poena had been issued but said
this was at the request of Italian
and Swiss authorities.

“It is not an FBI operation,"
said its spokesman, Joe Parris.

Rackspace told Indymedia
that it had been served with a
court order under the Mutual
Legal Assistance Treaty, under
which countries assist each
other in investigations such
as international terrorism,
kidnapping and money laun-
dering

It is unclear why such a
treaty would apply in this con-
text. A UK Indymedia journal-
ist said: “The authorities may
just be using this as a trawling
exercise. We don’t know." 

It is also unclear if the Home
Office was involved. 

The Metropolitan police said

it was not aware of the move.
The UK Indymedia site is

now working, because it was
backed up on another server,
unlike others which are still
shut down. 

One of the servers was to be
used to stream web radio cov-
erage of the European Social
Forum conference in London
next week.

Aidan White, the general
secretary of the International
Federation of Journalists, con-
demned the “intolerable and
intrusive" action . 

Tim Gopsill of the NUJ said:
“If the security services of the
UK or US can just walk in and
take away a server, then there
is no freedom of expression.”

MediaGuardian.co.uk

Tim Radford Science editor

Scientists in California have
found a way to “turn off” a
gene that makes cancerous
cells lethal. They eliminated
aggressive, incurable liver
tumours in laboratory mice in
four weeks, they report in an
advance paper in Nature today.

The study, based on a gene
called Myc, could lead to new
ways of treating cancer. 

Cancer Research UK scien-
tists in Glasgow, working with
colleagues in Seattle, last year
worked out the details of how
Myc cranks up the rate of
growth of dividing cancer cells
by sending one of the cell’s
factories into overdrive. In can-
cer, cells divide uncontrollably.

The California team based
their studies on mice with
genetically modified liver cells.
The type of cell that becomes
cancerous is called an epithe-
lial cell, and these form can-
cers in breast, colon and
prostate. So the same
approach might work in all of
them. Liver cancer is common
and difficult to treat. 

“This is a terrible cancer.
Anything that is encouraging
in liver cancer may be impor-
tant,” said Dean Felsher of
Stanford University, who led
the research. “The exciting
thing is that you can turn can-

cer cells into something that
appears to be normal.”

The mice under study had a
mutated Myc gene that was
constantly on. It produced a
Myc protein that served as a
kind of conductor, sending a
signal to cells to divide. Cancer
cells produce too much Myc
protein all the time, and are
constantly dividing. Dr Felsher
and his colleagues fed the mice
an antibiotic called doxycy-
cline, which turned the gene
off, and stopped the protein
flow. 

As long as the mice had the
antibiotic diet, they remained
healthy. Once the antibiotic
was withheld, they developed
aggressive liver cancer in 12
weeks. When they were put
back on the diet, all of them
showed rapid regression: the
liver cancer was eliminated,
and liver cells seemed to
behave normally. In effect, the
scientists turned the Myc gene
on and off like a tap, and
turned cancer on and off at the
same time. 
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scalpels made of ultrasound,
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cancerous cells with infrared
radiation. 
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ease of the DNA, and British
researchers have launched a
cancer genome project to col-
lect all the genetic mutations
involved in the making of a
cancer. There are more than
100. But the Myc protein
seems to play a role in many
cases of the disease.

The Glasgow study
immediately suggested that it
would be a good target. If
researchers could find a drug
that blocked the action of Myc,
they could study its effect on
cancer cases. The Stanford
study shows that they were
right.

But what works in mice may
not work so well in humans.
The next step is to hunt for a
drug that would be safe for
human patients, and yet have
the same impact.
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