"Potentially the most radical local media development in 100 years."
Venue magazine, Bristol, on Bristol Indymedia. June 2002.
The growth of independent media grassroots projects
Independent DIY media projects are spreading around the planet at unprecedented speed. 
Triggered by discontent with the mainstream media and supported by the widespread availability of new media technologies, groups all over the world are creating their own channels of information and distribution in order to bypass the mainstream, corporate media. 
The idea behind most of these projects is to create open platforms to which everyone can contribute - not only a small media elite with their particular interests.  By eliminating the classic division between professional producers and passive audience, many issues and discussions that were previously suppressed become visible and available, and more and more people are enabled to share their direct experience of  'the news'.  
This really is the media of the masses and the media 'platforms' used are as diverse as the people involved and growing as fast as the numbers of those contributing.  The speed at which new projects are springing up means that a summary of activity quickly gets out-of-date, but the following examples give an idea of the diversity of activity:
PRINT  Independent print publications are produced in most regions of the world.  One prominent example here in the UK is the weekly news sheet Schnews <http://www.schnews.org.uk/>, whilst local news sheet, The Bristolian <http://www.bristolian.freeservers.com/> ...has risen to prominence as 'Smiter of the High and Mighty' with a circulation of 15,000 per week (as at April 2003).
RADIO  Meanwhile, community and pirate radio stations are re-conquering the airwaves, being the only means of distributing information in many parts of the world.   Bristol's Interference FM are currently out of action, but sum up their own political pirate radio approach as: "Firstly we wanted to demonstrate the capabilities of radio as a campaign resource, as a communication tool and as a means of disseminating information. Secondly we planned to take the equipment and our experience on the road in Britain, to encourage similar regional initiatives. Finally, we hoped to build a network based on mutuality and radicalism." 
Relative newcomer, Bristol Broadband Collective (bbc) are now producing a(n ir)regular magazine programme Dialect, presented through broadband radio format, accessed via the internet.
VIDEO  Video has become a particularly DIY-friendly technology with the decreasing price of digital video hardware, and the increasing free availability of software such as editing packages via peer-to-peer computer networking [check that this is right?!] and other sources.  The appeal of video seems universal, with groups as far apart as the Brazilian TV Viva and Bristol's own i-Contact organising popular open screenings in public places, and others, such as the German AK Kraak, producing regular video news shows.  In countries with public access TV, groups such as the New York collective Paper Tiger compile videos as a TV show and screen them via public access slots.  Elsewhere, other groups are starting to screen videos over the Internet - watch out for Pirate TV which is produced by the UK video collective Undercurrents. 
SUBVERTISING  The practice of amending corporate advertising to get alternative messages across and to reclaim our public spaces from the advertisers is booming.  Check out<http://www.subvertise.org> for some good examples, and keep your eyes open around Bristol, where some of the finest subvertisers display their handiwork.
INTERNET  The Internet has many more alternative news and info sites to offer, from the grassroots noticeboard a-infos (Alternative News service) <http://www.ainfos.ca/> to the slightly larger non-governmental organization (NGO)-focused Oneworld <http://www.oneworld.net/> online.
The Indymedia/IMC network in itself is represented by volunteer collectives in most countries across the world, and now groups such as Bristol IMC are establishing more local sites within this massive network.
Reporting large scale events: The birth of the Indymedia/IMC network
Digitalisation allows a combination of all these media platforms. And it makes real-time reporting of major events possible - with the integrated use of mobile phones, laptops, digital cameras and email. 
JUNE 1999.  LONDON, UK
The global anti-capitalism protests on June 18th 1999 saw the first co-ordinated attempt by DIY media groups to provide rapid reporting of large scale events in London and across the globe. With London acting as an international media hub, a mixture of pictures, text reports, audio and video from around the world were posted to the j18.org <http://www.j18.org> and the <http://www.reclaimthestreets.net/> websites, painting an inspiring picture of simultaneous grassroots action in over 40 countries, with the kind of raw direct coverage that the corporate media can only dream of being speedily relayed across the planet. While the site suffered from a lack of still images, video and audio coverage was streamed live out over the Internet throughout the day; with corporate websites like FT.com (The Financial Times) relaying the stream directly from their front-page! The reaction from corporate media was one of abject astonishment, with networks like CNN contacting the London Media Centre to ask just how it had all been achieved!
NOVEMBER 1999.  SEATTLE, USA
This DIY media reporting concept was taken a stage further during the large-scale mobilizations against the World Trade Organization in Seattle in November 1999. While the actions were again global, the Seattle ´Independent Media Center' (IMC) concentrated on providing a wealth of Seattle reports in all formats through the innovative use of a completely open publishing system. 
This allowed anyone with Internet access to upload either text, still images, audio or video files directly to the reporting website. With the actions spanning several days people could directly communicate and record their experiences on to the website, building not only one of the most complete records of political dissent ever, but also providing a valuable voice amidst all the chaos and smoke; in a few days the Seattle IMC site had received over 1.5 million ´hits´ from around the world. This was the first Indymedia/IMC project.
APRIL 2000.  WASHINGTON, USA
From April 16-18th 2000, the same model was used in Washington DC, USA, to provide extensive coverage of the mobilizations against the International Monetary Fund and World Bank. Again the protests were global. The scale of the coverage provided by Washington IMC of events in their own city was astounding. While many corporate news networks were reporting the restraint of the police, visitors to the Washington IMC <http://dc2.indymedia.org/> could both see the images and hear the sounds of peaceful men and women being beaten, tear-gassed, and viciously attacked with pepper spray.
A growing network
Since the anti-WTO actions in Seattle many other IMCs were established across America, using the Seattle IMC as a model. And then, on May 1st 2000, the name 'Indymedia' moved across the Atlantic to London. Indymedia (IMC) UK covered the Mayday actions in London and other places in the UK <http://www.indymedia.org.uk/newsite/index2.php3> and introduced some fresh approaches to reporting large actions - most importantly the ´Public Access Terminals´ physically situated in the middle of the action, making it a true street media project and empowering everyone present to communicate their own experiences and views, live and direct.  Having created a large compendium of experiences and accounts of Mayday 2000, the UK IMC began to report on other actions in order to make visible some of the events and issues which are usually suppressed by the corporate media.
AUGUST 2001.  BRISTOL, UK
In August 2001, as an offshoot of the tech2 festival at the Cube Cinema Microplex and other venues around Bristol, a group of DIY media types, community activists and other interested people met upstairs at the Hatchet pub, Bristol, and (in what is still remembered with awe as one of the more epic meetings of modern times) began to set out a role for a possible Indymedia website for Bristol.  By September 2001, the site was up and running, but the development of Bristol Indymedia's role is ongoing and continues through the participation of a growing number of people from Bristol, the South West of England and beyond, through volunteering to help administer the site and through using the site to share news.  (For more information, see the Editorial Policy and Mission Statement.)
New Indymedia groups continue to appear across the world on a monthly basis (and the links are being added to the list on the front page of this site as fast as we can keep up with them!)  All these groups are working together; building new alliances within the Indymedia/IMC network and just as importantly with other, non-affiliated groups and individuals working toward common objectives.  
Together, we are well on the way to creating our own sustainable global independent media network. 

