
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS WAR ON WORKERS

Industrial relations reforms will severely 
restrict unions planning strike action while 
employers would be able to start a lockout simply 
by giving their staff three days’ notice. In an 
attempt to derail mounting workplace and community 
opposition through a $100 million taxpayer 
funded media blitz, the Howard government will 
focus its campaign on the idea that workers who 
are currently enjoying a set of conditions with 
employers will continue to enjoy those conditions: 
a grandfather clause to dissipate opposition and 
divide workers. | more at melbourne.indymedia.org, 
www.unionsolidarity.org 

The past few months has seen a rapid rise in anti-war 
protest actions against the ANZ bank in an attempt to 
force it to withdraw investments from Iraq. Protests 
have occurred in cities around Australia and across 
the Tasman, designed to highlight to the public how 
the ANZ is profiteering from the ongoing war.

The ANZ is one of a number of international banks, in a consortium led by 
JP Morgan Chase Bank, chosen by the Coalition Provisional Authority to 
assist the establishment of the Iraq Trade Bank. Protestors say that the 
bank is exploiting Iraq’s oil wealth for the benefit of western exporters 
while pushing a privatisation agenda.

In Melbourne the last few weeks has seen a series of actions including 
bank occupations, leafleting and even cake stalls. | more at melbourne.
indymedia.org, corpwatch.org

Deported activist Scott Parkin: “Historian Michael Foley 
said, during times of war pacifists often get mugged.   
As a non-violent activist working to end the war in Iraq 
and the corporate war profiteering that comes with it, 
September 2005 has been the most surreal time of my life 
and I definitely feel like I got mugged by Australian 
Attorney General Phillip Ruddock and the Australian  
Government... 

I was called by (ASIO) and asked to come in for an 
interview.  I asked if I was required to do so (and was 
told) ‘No, you are not obliged’... A few days later, 

walking out of a cafe in Melbourne, I was snatched off the street by four 
Australian Federal Police and two Immigration Complaint Officers... In 
truth, ‘a competent Australian authority’ had already assessed me to be 
a ‘direct or indirect risk to Australian National Security’, cancelled my 
visa and began the process of removing me from the country (which would  
end up costing me $11,000...)  

By that evening I was in solidary confinement at the 
Melbourne Custody Centre, a maximum security lockup... 
In addition, that evening a media firestorm erupted in 
Australia and I became the centre of debate over free 
speech and the criminalisation of dissent in Australia.”    

Read the full article written by Scott at   
http://perth.indymedia.org/index.php?action=newswire&parentview=13125

China | Revered anarchist dies
Ba Jin, one of China’s most revered writers and 
anarchists, and one of the great novelists of the 
twentieth century, died Monday 17th October of 
cancer in Shanghai. He was 100. The novels of Ba 
Jin attacked the injustice of the pre-revolutionary 
era, and Ba Jin was actively involved in anti-Japa-
nese propaganda during the Sino-Japanese War. 
During the Cultural Revolution, Ba Jin was heavily 
persecuted as a counter-revolutionary, but was 
rehabilitated in 1977. He was elected to many 
important Chinese national literary posts over the last 
25 years. Born Li Yaotang on Nov. 25, 1904, in the 
western city of Chengdu, he later changed his name 
to Ba Jin, taking the first syllable in Chinese of the 
surname of Mikhail Bakunin and the last syllable of 
Kropotkin, both Russian anarchists. | en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Ba_Jin

Aotearoa | Clown army vs war  
profiteers: 20 arrested 
More than 70 people took part in an action organ-
ised against the Weapons Defence Industry Associ-
ation conference held at Te Papa in New Zealand on 
Tuesday. The action, which was organised by Peace 
Action Wellington, involved a large sit-in/blockade 
by the Aotearoa Revolutionary Clown Army in front 
of Te Papa which lasted for about two and a half 
hours, and also a blockade in front of an armoured 
vehicle. Twenty people in all were arrested, with 
charges ranging from obstruction, trespass and as-
sault of police officers. | www.indymedia.org.nz 

Zimbabwe | Social Forum success
The Southern African Social Forum in Zimbabwe 
kicked off with enthusiastic speeches, solidarity 
messages from all over the southern African region, 
and cheerful slogans and songs. Trevor Ngwane 
from the Anti-Privatisation Forum in Gauteng started 
out with a wish that the Forum would provide a 
space for activists from the whole southern region 
to develop their struggle against capitalism, and he 
was pleased to see COSATU at the Forum, as he 
hoped labour and communities could join together 
in struggle back home in South Africa. In the end, 
he repeated the Social Forum slogan that Another 
world is possible! | southafrica.indymedia.org
 

France | Resisting police control
In a worrying move for the Sarkozy police, op-
position grows far beyond the circle of activists. A 
street riot erupted on Tuesday when police started 
again to embark “sans papier” (“illegal” immigrants) 
at “Chateau-Rouge” in central Paris. Alerts were 
promptly posted on Paris Indymedia, and activists 
were happily surprised to find support from the local 
population, who joined in action, so much so that the 
police could only retreat. | paris.indymedia.org
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(i) the Constitution; 
(ii) the Government of the Commonwealth; 
(iii) either House of the Parliament; 
(c) to urge another person to attempt, 
otherwise than by lawful means, to procure a 
change to any matter established by law in the 
Commonwealth; 
(d) to promote feelings of ill-will or 
hostility between different groups so as to 
threaten the peace, order and good government 
of the Commonwealth. 

Section c) clearly targets not just peaceful 
civil disobedience but anyone who calls for 
civil disobedience. By definition civil diso-
bedience involves the attempt to change a law 
through non-lawful means. So when you put up 
a post on Indymedia calling for blockading in 
Gippsland, being part of a non-legally sanc-
tioned picket, a sit-in against uranium mining 
etc you could face seven years gaol. 

But wait you say — the government says that 
it is offering an “acting in good faith” 
defence against sedition charges. Read on: 
the law specifically only offers a defence to 
people who act in good faith to urge others 
LAWFULLY procure a change to the law.  So the 
new sedition law makes it a serious criminal 
offence to even call for an act of peaceful 
civil disobedience. 

Read the full article at melbourne.indymedia.
org | leaked legislation at www.chiefminister.
act.gov.au/docs/B05PG201_v281.pdf

CALENDAR  
{OCTOBER/NOVEMBER}

24/10/05 | The Storms of Indigenous  
Struggle on Film 
7pm, Kaleide Theatre, RMIT, Swanston St, City

25/10/05 | Your Union, Your Rights, 
Your Civil Liberties 
7pm, Level 3, 440 Elizabeth St, City

26/10/05 | Making a Difference — 
Speak Up Together  
9.30am, Royal Exhibition Building, Exhibition Gar-
dens, Nicholson St, Carlton

26/10/05 | Protest: People for Constitutional 
Human Rights 
11.30am, corner Swanston & Bourke Sts, City 

27/10/05 | Dinner with Amena Shams of the 
Revolutionary Association of the Women 
of Afghanistan 
7pm, Night of Kabul Restaurant, 
39 Portman St, Oakleigh 

28/10/05 | Barricade Books Benefit Gig  
9pm, The Arthouse, 616 Elizabeth St, City

29/10/05 | A Toolkit for Change: Leadership 
and Team Building  
9am–5pm, RMIT, Swanston St, City

29/10/05 | Ravesafe 10th Anniversary Party  
11pm–8am, Krankin @ Cage, Level 3, Coverlid Place, 
(off Little Bourke St), City

30/10/05 | World Vegan Day Festival  
The Pit Buildings, Albert Park

01/11/05 | Enviro Craft Melbourne Cup 
Workshop 
See online calendar for details

04/11/05 | WILIN Week Opening Ceremony 
and Performance 
Victorian College of the Arts, 234 St Kilda Rd, 
Southbank

11/11/05 | Film screening: The Whitlam 
Dismissal Commemorative Spectacular  
See online calendar for details

MAKE YOUR OWN MEDIA
Melbourne Indymedia is a website 
for radical reportage and  
analysis of current events. 
Against the biases inherent in 
the corporate media controlled 
by profit, Indymedia gives people 
the opportunity to tell their own 
story. 
Indymedia is participatory media. 
You can contribute your story, 
photos, audio or video to the 
website. It’s easy, just go to 
the site and hit the publish  
button.

Melbourne Indymedia meets 
monthly. Our next meeting  
is 3pm, Saturday, November 
12, Kent St Cafe Upstairs, 
201 Smith St Fitzroy. 

Want to know more? Contact us!
info@melbourne.indymedia.org

TERRIFYING TERROR LAWS
 
A copy of the draft terror 
laws was released on  
the website of the ACT Chief 
Minister Jon Stanhope, to 
the ire of the Howard Gov-
ernment. When requested to 
remove the document Stanhope 
stood his ground saying “It 
may be that Philip Ruddock 

and John Howard don’t want to consult on this 
legislation, they don’t want the views of many 
Australians, they want to rush it through, 
they want to do it in secrecy, but I don’t.”

 
ACTIVISM AT RISK
By: “Davey” from the newswire

In an extremely dangerous development for  
free speech that is yet to be picked up by  
the mainstream press, the new anti-terror 
bills clearly outlaw calls for non-violent 
civil disobedience. The changes to the 
Sedition Act which are Part of Schedule 7 of 
the draft laws (p75) outline the following: 

“In this section: seditious intention means 
an intention to effect any of the following 
purposes: 
(a) to bring the Sovereign into hatred or 
contempt; 
(b) to urge disaffection against the 
following: 

28/10/05 | Oceania Indymedia  
Newsreal 3 Screening  
7.30pm, Irene, 5 Pitt St, Brunswick
Short, critical documentaries focussing on 
social and environmental issues in South 
East Asia, Australia and the Pacific


