
LOS ANGELES, CA– The LA 
Indymedia Editorial Collective has 
spoken to many eyewitnesses and 
reviewed hours of video foot-age, 
and has come to the conclusion 
that the police attack in Macarthur 
Park on Mayday was unprovoked. 
Police Chief Bratton’s claim that 
the attack was a response to “agi-
tators,” remains unsubstantiated 
and is believed to be false. 

There is mounting evidence that 
the police violence began when 
about a dozen police motorcycles 
drove into the ceremonial Aztec 
circle at the end of the march at 
7th and Alvarado. Shortly there-
after, and without warning, the 
police fired rubber bullets and 
charged the crowd. Police then 
moved into formation along the 
East edge of the park and attacked 
without is-suing an audible dis-
persal order. 

Most people had little to no 
warning that police were about 
to open fire into the crowd with rubber 
bullets and charge with batons. They then 
swept through the entire park firing and 
brutally beating nearly anyone remaining 
in their path.

This version of events has been well 
substantiated by hundreds of eye-wit-
nesses. It has also been captured on video 
and broadcast by local TV news. Yet in 
spite of this, three weeks after the attack 
corporate media is still repeating the line 

that “agitators” provoked the police. Fox 
news is repeating this lie even though 
their own anchorwoman and camera-
woman were attacked and are now filing 
a lawsuit against LAPD.

To date there is no testimony or video 
to validate the police chief ’s claims of 
“agitators”. Some videos do show a few, 
scattered incidents of plastic water bottles 
being thrown, a few of them once the 
police are already lined up in prepara-
tion for the attack, and more once the 

police line is advancing on people. These 
videos clearly demonstrate that the few 
objects thrown were not the ‘cause’ 
of the police attack. Much of the evi-
dence that refutes Bratton’s story can be 
found online at sites such as this one.  
 
LA Indymedia would like to thank all those 
contributors to the newswire who have helped 
to shed light on what really happened on May 
1, 2007 in MacArthur Park. 

May Day Police Attack: Bratton’s “Agitators” Story Untrue
Los Angeles Indymedia-Special Report       
May 22, 2007

From Portland IMC: There were about 75 people standing in si-
lent vigil on the sidewalk in front of the Rhododendron Garden 
this afternoon... Most of us were wearing photos of soldiers or Iraqi 
children and mothers, fathers. During the silence we didn’t interact 
with the crowd at all. There was an aura of grief and deep respect 
for that half hour. Full report & photos:  http://portland.indymedia.org/
en/2007/05/359374.shtml

From Indybay, Central Valley: Three Mother’s Day events took 
place in Fresno today. The Catholic Workers held a vigil for peace 
and to end the war in Iraq on a busy street corner in North Fresno. 
The Raging Grannies sang songs of peace and held a silent vigil at 
Woodward Park. Prison Moratorium Project members were at the 
Fresno County Jail in downtown Fresno demanding alternatives to 
incarceration. 

Supporters of the California Prison Moratorium Project where in 
front of the Fresno County Jail today calling for alternatives to incar-

“We Tap the Militant Roots of Mother’s Day”

G8 Solidarity 
Protests in U.S.

Protesters Block 
Houston Ice detentIon
Houston, TX – On the morning of June 4, 

immigrant rights activists locked themselves 
to the entrance gates of the Houston Pro-
cessing Center, a private immigration deten-
tion facility. This week leaders of the richest 
and most powerful 8 countries in the world 
are meeting in Germany for the G8 con-
ference.  These 8 nations, which compose 
65% of the global economy have pushed for 
a neoliberal political and economic system 
which impacts the whole world, making the 
rich richer, and impoverishing millions.

tenants and advocates 
Protest deutcHe Bank 

In dc as G8 BeGIns 
Washington, D.C.—On June 4, as the G-8, 

the eight richest nations on Earth begin to 
meet in Germany, the National Alliance of 
HUD Tenants, supported by Empower DC 
and Mobilization for Global Justice pro-
tested at the offices of Deutche Bank right 
here in DC asking them to stop investing in 
gentrifying low income housing.

san FrancIsco BIke rIde 
aGaInst tHe G8

San Francisco, CA – On Friday June 8, 
2007, there was a critical mass-style bi-cycle 
ride with an anti-G8 theme. Appearances 
were made by both Josh Wolf and Gabe 
Meyers. Gabe was arrested during the 2005 
San Francisco G8 protest and charged (and 
later let go) with felony lynching after drop-
ping a foam sign in the road as a police car 
drove at high speed towards him. Josh spent 
a record amount of time in jail for refusing 
to speak to a grand jury formed to probe 
the battery of the officer who was driving 
the vehicle.

asHvIlle conFronts 
Bank oF amerIca

Ashville, NC – Today dozens of cyclists 
paid a surprise visit to Bank of America to 
protest their financial backing of coal com-
panies as a part of the International Day of 
Action Against Climate Change and G8. 
People descended on the downtown head-
quarters of Bank of America, dumping coal 
in front of the main entrance, while another 
person spontaneously sacrificed their bike 
lock and locked the front doors shut.

US Indymedia - Various Reports from Local Indymedias     
us.indymedia.org            May 13, 2007

LAPD attack MayDay peaceful marchers at McArthur Park. Photo: Schock

On Mother’s Day the Raging Grannies sang songs for peace.  
Photo: Mike Rhodes

Indymedia has partnered with the Ida B. Wells 
media Justice center (mJc) at the USSF, to col-
laborate with other community reporters at this 
history conference. The MJC will create a revo-
lutionary model of media coverage, documen-
tation, first-person storytelling, and community 
based news making on location at the United 
States Social Forum. The MJC will use a jour-
nalistic method that upends the traditional re-
lationships dominating most media production: 
reporter/subject, people with class privilege/
people struggling with poverty, white/people 
of color, documented/undocumented, able-
bodied/disabled, formally educated/educated in 
the school of hard knocks, among others. This 
collaborative media training, resource, support 
and press relations center will be a cornerstone 
of this summer’s first-ever U.S. Social Forum 
(USSF) in Atlanta.

 IMC @ the USSF

ceration. Family members who are mostly poor and / or 
families of color celebrated Mother’s day by visiting their 
sons, daughters, fathers or mothers. A Mother’s day ban-
ner was displayed in front of the Fresno County Jail as a 
symbolic regard to the hundreds of families caught up in 
a failed system. 
Full report, photos & video: http://www.indybay.org/
newsitems/2007/05/13/18415736.php 

From Miami IMC: On the eve of Mother’s Day, 
close to 300 women gathered to address public leader-
ship, violence, and economics. The preliminary find-
ings released at the Miami Women’s Summit show 
women in Miami-Dade are chronically underemployed.  
Full report: http://miami.indymedia.org/news/2007/05/8365.
php

From DC-IMC: The “SWARM on Congress” campaign 
got off to a rousing start on May 14, 2007, in the nation’s 
capital. Cindy Sheehan spoke to the crowd at Lafayette 
Park; along with Rep. Lynn Woolsey (D-CA) and activists 
Kevin Zeese, David Swanson, Debra Sweet, Ann Wright, 
the Rev. Lennox Yearwood, and others. After parading to 
Capitol Hill, 33 of the estimated 250 antiwar activists were 
arrested there for refusing a police order to disperse.  
Full report: http://dc.indymedia.org/newswire/display/139075/
index.php

From San Diego-IMC: I met Rosa at Loyola Marymount 
University (LMU) during a conference on the Femicide 
in Guatemala. The organizers were MuJER, a Guatemala 
City based women’s rights organization. Rosa courageous-
ly addressed the group and pleaded for help to solve her 
daughters case and to end the femicide. Full report: http://
sandiego.indymedia.org/en/2007/05/126270.shtml



Immigrant and Workers rights
US Indymedia-Various Reports from Local Indymedias 
May 2007

On December 2005, the House passed an anti-immigrant legislation known as HR 4437, 
touching off what has become the largest wave of protests in US history. Millions pro-
tested across the country to the proposed legislation, which would have raised penal-
ties for illegal immigration and classify illegal aliens and anyone who helped them as 
felons. 
On May 25th 2007, the Senate passed S.2611, the “Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
Bill” which contained many onerous measures that place border security, militariza-
tion, and the economy above human rights. Many condemned the legislation imme-
diately as “reprehensive, not comprehensive” and demonstrated all over U.S. cities. 
Moreover, ICE raids continue to terrorize countless immigrant communities.

Mexican workers and their families in Painesville OH 
were awakened by federal agents knocking on their 
doors. Young girls on their way to school were ques-
tioned by the feds, including a 12 year old girl who was 
grabbed by the hand and asked where she was born as 
she walked to her school bus stop! These vicious raids 
were officially called “Return to Sender” and were con-
ducted by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
Agency’s (I.C.E.) “Fugitive Operations Team.” Families 
were split apart, children left without parents, and the 
whole community was terrorized. That night, many 

slept in the fields, fearing the raids. Over 400 immi-
grants sought sanctuary in a local Catholic Church. 

One woman said, “We heard people say we can come 
here to be safe.” We spoke to Father Steve from St. 
Mary’s Church about why they gave refuge to these 
families. He said “it’s the natural thing to do.” Father 
Steve also said since there is no local jail in Painesville, 
people didn’t know where those who had been taken 
into custody were at.

In a year marked by massive raids and roundups of im-

migrants, hundreds of thousands of people marched in 
the streets of major and small cities across the country 
on May 1 to give voice to their burning demand to 
be treat like human beings. In addition to the protests 
held in the city, over 300 people rallied and marched in 
Painsville on Monday night. As reported in the News-
Herald, many of Monday’s adult marchers held signs 
bearing messages like ‘We are part of this community’ 
and ‘Leave the families alone,’ while young people’s 
signs declared: ‘My future is here.’” Chants in Spanish 
included “We are not criminals!” 

elvira arellano case to Go to supreme court: 
Petition filed to stop deportation
by Jimmy Johnson
Chicago Indymedia,  June 20, 2007

A 12 June 2007 New York Times article stated that nine 
Republican Senators sent a letter to President Bush ask-
ing him to enforce current border regulations. At the 
heart of their request is an admission that the United 
States has many immigration policies; it simply does not 
enforce them to a large degree. This selective enforce-
ment, and the consequences thereof, form a key part of 
new class action litigation filed today with the US Su-
preme Court on behalf of 6-year-old Saul Arellano and 
others. In their filing the lawyers argue the US govern-
ment has purposefully ignored and selectively enforced 
its immigration and border regulations for so long that 
it should be held responsible for the outcome. Arellano’s 
mother is Elvira Arellano, an undocumented immigrant 
from Mexico who ten months ago took sanctuary 
against pending deportation, and separation from her 
US-citizen son, in Adalberto United Methodist Church 
in Humboldt Park. 

The Centro Sin Fronteras and Adalberto United 
Methodist Church announced the filing of petition to 
the US Supreme Court to stop the deportation of El-
via Arellano. The church released a statement at a press 
conference announcing the filing:

This nation has operated a system of undocumented labor for 
decades to its own benefit and must now take responsibility 
for the families that were formed here and the children who 
were born here. To do less is an abdication of responsibility, 
an attack 

on basic family values…and the continuation of unspeakable 
cruelty and suffering for children and families.

Emma Lozano, the director of the Centro Sin Fron-
teras,, said that there are over five million children 
“larger than some entire countries,” that are in a similar 
position to Saul Arellano, being a minor citizen with an 
undocumented parent. Calling it “the single largest do-
mestic issue” in the country at the moment, Lozano en-
couraged US lawmakers to fix the “broken laws,” while 
stating that going before the Supreme Court is also a 
chance to stop the “destruction” of families.

Lozano was followed on the microphone by numerous 
parents and siblings, including Elvira Arellano, who are 
either undocumented themselves, or who have family 
under deportation orders, or in one case already de-
ported. 

Father Juan Carlos Ruiz, a spokesperson for the New 
Sanctuary Movement, made the following statement to 
sum up the demands of the group; “As a national move-
ment emerging in twenty different cities, we demand a 
stop of deportations, of the separation of parents from 
their children, husbands from their wives; we do de-
mand a stop on deportations until the law is fixed. It is 
a crime of justice; it is an offense, an insult to God, to 
somehow treat our brothers and sisters who are immi-
grants, as criminal. So we cry out, demanding a mora-
torium from all deportations, and all raids.”

The Watsonville City Council meeting was 
packed with attendees in support of a resolution 
requesting the suspension of random detentions 
and arrests of residents in Watsonville. Migrawatch, 
a newly formed network of immigrants rights or-
ganizations, called for supporters to speak up and 
demand that two clauses be added to the resolution 
before the council vote. The first: to make the City 
of Watsonville a “sanctuary” for undocumented 
people similar to other cities around the country. 
The second amendment sought was a “notifica-
tion” clause: Since it has become widely known 

the federal immigration enforcers notify local po-
lice departments, communities could be given ad-
vance warning before ICE raids the community.

Some speakers referred to the raids as domestic 
terrorism and that for this reason the council should 
adopt a policy of notification as part of the “War on 
Terror” so that a human rights organization could 
come and document the raids and prevent unnec-
essary harm. Although no Council members sup-
ported adding the notification clause to the resolu-
tion, the council voted 4-3 in favor of passage of 
the “sanctuary” one.

Non-cooperation with ICE Resolution Passes Watsonville City Council
by amanda           
Santa Cruz Indymedia,  May 8, 2007 

Report back from Painesville: Immigrants Raids and Protest 
by Lee Thompson
Cleveland Indymedia May 27, 2007 

Related:  http://www.newsanctuarymovement.org/
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Immigrant rights activists gathered in front 
of Dianne Feinstein’s home in San Francisco 
to demand that she help to bury the current 
immigration bill and stop raids on immigrants 
families. 

To the surprise of the protesters, Feinstein 
herself came out to meet them, but insisted the 
bill does provide a path to citizenship and the 
raids will stop as soon as the bill is law. Activists 
responded that the bill will separate families, 
further criminalize immigrant communities, 
cause more suffering and deaths at the border, 

institutionalize worker exploitation through a 
guest-worker program, and provide no realis-
tic chances for the undocumented to legalize.

Also, the vast majority of immigrants without 
documentation will not utilize the new pro-
cess because they won’t be able to afford it.

Senator Feinstein said it was hard for her to 
believe that anyone could describe living in 
San Francisco as living in a “police state.” Cer-
tainly not in her Pac Heights paradise!

ICE Raid in Shelton
by Proyecto CIELO
Seattle Indymedia,  June 1st
Residents report that at about 5:00 

Thursday, May 31st, ICE agents raided 
an apartment complex and a mobile 
home park nearby in Shelton, and 
took (at least) 17 people. The detained 
people included men and women, but 
it appears that the agents may have 
avoided residents who had children 
or if the woman was pregnant. One 
resident of an apartment that was not 

raided reports that it was done quietly, 
and that unaffected residents didn’t 
know about the raid.

There is an interesting connection 
between a visit that the Washington 
State Commission of Human Rights 
did last week to Shelton and the raid. 
At the meeting last week a Hispanic 
man came forward to denounce re-
peated abuses by the management of 
an apartment complex towards His-
panic and immigrant tenants. The 

Protesters to Feinstein: oppose Immigration Bill
by Carlos Villareal
Indybay.org,  June 2, 2007

In response to yesterday’s Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) raid at the Fresh Del Monte Produce Inc. plant in 
North Portland, over 300 immigrant workers, worker families 
and immigrant rights supporters came together to voice con-
cerns and learn about resources available to those affected by 
the worker roundup in which 167 were arrested and detained 
for immigration violations.

At the emergency forum held at St. Andrew’s Catholic Church 
in NE Portland and organized by local immigrant advocacy 
organizations and legal advisors, attendees learned about what 
rights are guaranteed undocumented workers upon arrest and 
detainment by ICE; what assistance is available families of those 
detained, and; what best next plans must be coordinated as it is 
expected that ICE is sure to add another notch to their “crimi-
nalization of immigrants (quotes by author)” campaign. 

¡Gigante: Despierta!, an indymedia production, is a  
compilation of short films shot, edited, and brought  
together by a network of independent video activists, 
graphic designers, community organizers, musicians, 
and immigrant rights activists. It is a collective memory 
and a tool designed to inspire action on May Day.

Immigration Roundup: 
Tip of the ICEberg
by  Marlena Gangi
Portland Indymedia, June 13, 2007

INDYMedia.us PrintINDYMedia.us Print-Credits

Boston May Day Coalition launched 
two petition campaigns to provide an 
outlet for people to express their outrage 
about the way the government is deal-
ing with undocumented migrant work-
ers. The injustice, abuse and mistreatment 
of people who risk their lives to come 
in search of work is so clear that it is not 
even necessary to explain it. While the 
Senate debates a military fortification of 
the southern border and unfair and ex-
ploitative guest worker programs, the 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
police continue to raid work places and 
neighborhoods throughout the country.

“We get calls every single day. ‘They 
took my father. They took my brother. 
What should I do?’” said Beatriz Senior 

from Centro Presente, an organization in 
Cambridge that works closely with Lati-
no immigrant families and is helping run 
a national anti-raid campaign. “But there 
are so many cases, and it’s so hard to work 
through them legally.”

We believe it is urgent to demand from 
the President to issue an executive order 
to stop the raids. This is one of the peti-
tions we are circulating and we have al-
ready received the support of places like 
Kansas City. Likewise, the organization Si 
Se Puede from San Diego sent in the sig-
natures collected up to now. 

Signatures for Petition to Stop Raids 
Flow from Other States
Boston Indymedia,  May 1, 2007 

photo: Jonathan McIntosh
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Indymedia is a grassroots network committed to using media production and distribution as tools for promoting social and economic justice. It is dedicated to addressing is-
sues that profit-driven media often neglect and hopes to empower people to “become the media” by providing democratic access to available technologies and information.  
 
Culling content from over 50 IMCs in the United States, www.indymedia.us is a critical tool for making local issues relevant to both a national and global audience 
and vice versa. While participating IMCs are US based, Indymedia.us remains firmly committed to the ideas of international solidarity and mutual aid integral to 
the Indymedia network. The US IMC website features original content from local Independent Media Centers as well as content exclusive to the U.S. site. Features 
in the center column are taken either directly from local US-based IMCs or the open publishing newswire. Features may also be ‘compilations’ which typically 
cover an event or issue occurring in different locations simultaneously and are covered by several local IMCs. Articles in the right hand column are syndicated 
directly from local IMC’s feature pages.  

The US-IMC print project is an ad hoc working group formed for the unique project of creating a newspaper highlighting the work of Indymedia centers around the U.S.  
This all-volunteer project was made possible thanks to: Sofia Jarrin, Amy Dalton, Sofe Gharbi, and Sakura Saunders. Special thanks to Rob Block and the Hous-
ton IMC, Selah Abrams, Brian Dolinar, Sasha Costanza-Chock, Baku, Bradley, max sussman, The Indypendent, and all Imcistas accross the U.S. Contact: imc-us 
(at) lists.indymedia.org

raid last morning happened, coincidentally, at 
that apartment complex. Another interesting 
connection? large numbers of the immigrant 
population in Shelton live of harvesting salal 
(sometimes better know as brush). The har-

vesting season came to an end couple of weeks 
ago and this is the time when you can easily 
find people at their homes. 



In March 2007, communities all over the U.S. mobilized to mark the four-year anniversary of what they call “George W. Bush’s illegal war on 
Iraq.” Protests critiqued the increase funding of the war and the lack of a time line to bring the troop home. In Washington DC, thousands 
gathered to march on the Pentagon, following the route of the 1967 anti-Vietnam war march that took place 40 years ago. At least 40,000 
people took to the streets of New York City and, according to United for Peace and Justice, such events took place in 1000 other US cities such 
as Los Angeles, Oklahoma and Philadelphia.

Since then, activists across the country have continued to voice the community opposition to the war through sit ins in congressional offices, 
street theatre re-enactments by veterans, protests at military recruitment offices and events, and direct actions against the movement of 
war-time supplies. Support has also been mobilized for the defense and encouragement of the growing number of US soldiers who are re-
fusing to fight an unjust war, which UFPJ estimates is in the thousands.

Unfortunately, this daily anti-war resistance often goes unnoticed. In the midst of it all, indymedia reporters continue to document a historical 
movement that mainstream media is so adamant to ignore. This is but a small sample of our favorite anti-war stories in the past three months.

the anti-War movement: A Surge of Creative Dissent
US Indymedia-Various Reports from Local Indymedias

Anti-war Iraq Vets Reenact Occupation at Washington D.C.
by Jeff Paterson. DC Indymedia, March 20, 2007

A platoon of Iraq Veterans Against the War (IVAW) took to the streets of downtown 
Washington DC today reenacting their experiences in Iraq as participants in an unjust 
war. A dozen others people filled the roles of Iraq civilians under foreign occupation. 
Troops reenacted mass roundups and detentions, prisoner searches and interrogations, 
and patrol operations on the Capitol Building lawns, the gates of the White House, 
the Washington Monument, the Treasury Building, and a military recruiting station. 
Troops barked orders, “To shut the hell up or I’ll blow their freaking head of!” to sus-
pected insurgents and/or Iraqi civilians. Leaflets were distributed to people walking 
by to explain that “this is what is happening every day in Iraq.” Although the IVAW 
platoon was detained briefly near the Capitol Building, and shadowed by a multi-
agency SWAT team, no casualties were taken. Midway throw the day the platoon 
joined a press conference with Military Families Speak Out, Veterans for Peace, and 
the Appeal for Redress to call on congress to “Support the troops by de-funding the 
war.”

Operation First Casualty has since then been staged in other cities, including New 
York City and Chicago. A few veterans like Adam Kokesh and Liam Madden have 
been threatened with losing their honorable discharge status for their activism.

Peace Activists Occupy Federal Building
by War No More 11. Rochester Indymedia, March 19, 2007

On Friday, March 16, local peace activists—known as 
the War No More 11—occupied both congressional 
and senate offices at the Keating Federal Building in 
downtown Rochester protesting the illegal war in Iraq. 
The group, organized by the Declaration of Peace co-
alition, occupied the offices of Senators Chuck Shumer 
and Hilliary Clinton as well as Representative Louise 
Slaughter`s office declaring they would remain until the 
Congresspeople would: 

l) De-fund the war and occupation of Iraq, 

2) Co-sponsor legislation calling for the safe and rapid 
withdrawal of all US troops from Iraq and the closure of 
all military bases in Iraq, 

3) Bear responsibility for the destruction in Iraq and 
the cost of reconstruction there, 

4) Rescind prior agreements giving control of the 
Iraqi economic sector to occupying forces, and

5) Oppose all plans to attack Iran. The occupiers con-
tinued to read the names of Iraqi and American dead 

until the Federal building was officially closed at which 
time Homeland Security said they were free to leave 
without charges or otherwise a court appearance ticket 
would be issued with an automatic $500.00 fine. Three 
of the occupiers were issued appearance tickets.

Since Bush’s New Year call for a “surge in Iraq,” Proj-
ect Occupation has formed to coordinate the strategic 
occupation of the offices of Congress people who are 
either tacitly or explicitly supporting the war on Iraq. 
Many such occupations have occurred across the U.S.

Gonzalez Embarrased at Harvard Reunion
by StopTorture. Boston Indymedia, April 30, 2007
The Attorney General was on campus for the 25th 

reunion of his Harvard Law School class. He came un-
announced to students, to deliver a lunchtime speech, 
after two weeks clinging to save his job and defending 
allegations that he fired eight U.S. Attorneys for politi-
cal reasons. But word quickly spread and by the time 
Gonzales and his fellow classmates assembled on the law 
library steps for their class photo, a group of current 
students were there to greet him, having donned black 
hoods and orange jumpsuits. As the photographer told 
the class of 1982 to smile and say “cheese,” the students 
yelled out that saying “torture,” “resign” or “I don’t re-
call” might be more appropriate.

The Attorney General’s visit to his alma mater coin-
cided with the third anniversary of the release of photos 
depicting the torture of detainees at Abu Ghraib prison 
in Iraq, and came the day after a German federal pros-
ecutor dismissed a case alleging that Gonzales was re-
sponsible for approving the policies that resulted in those 
abuses. These facts were not lost on Deborah Popowski, 
a second-year law student who had just finished or-
ganizing a nationwide student sit-in urging Congress 
to pass pending legislation that would restore detainees’ 
rights to habeas corpus. “When I heard, I dropped ev-
erything. Gonzales needs to know that after approving 
poorly-reasoned memos that distort the rule of law and 

justify torture, he is simply not welcome here.”

She slipped through the law library’s front doors and 
approached Gonzales from behind. “On behalf of many 
other Harvard Law students,” she said, “I’d like to tell 
you that we are ashamed to have you as an alumnus of 
this school. And we’re glad you’re here to be able to tell 
you that.” Gonzales thanked the student and offered to 
shake her hand, but was refused. After the class photo 
was taken, several of the Attorney General’s classmates 
clapped and approached the protesting students to thank 
them for their efforts. A few minutes later, Gonzales was 
quickly whisked down a back staircase, out a basement 
emergency exit and into a waiting SUV.”

On Sunday, June 10, 2007, the world said no to Israeli occupation. In Washington DC, thousands of 
protestors from around the country gathered together in a demonstration organized by the US Cam-
paign to End the Israeli Occupation and United for Peace and Justice. Their goal was to protest the 40th 
anniversary of Israel’s illegal military occupation of the Palestinian West Bank, East Jerusalem, and the 
Gaza Strip. With a line up of enthusiastic and inspiring speakers at a rally held on the West lawn of the 
Capitol building before the march, the organizers set the tone and the message – we want justice for all 
people in the middle east and the peace that will follow. It was an inspiring and uplifting event as people 
rallied around the message of peace, justice, and nonviolent resistance to the occupation. 

As we began our march singing slogans of “no justice, no peace,” a group of young men, most of them 
in their teens, dressed in long tunics and wearing the traditional keffiyyi wrapped around their necks 
and faces began a loud chant of “la illaha illa allah,” an Islamic verse which means, in Arabic, there is 
no God but God. The press camera that had been filming the demonstration as it went by immediately 
attached itself to the dynamic group, filming them for nearly half a block. As we passed the Zionist 
counter-protests cries of “allahou akbar” (God is great) erupted from the very loud group and drowned 
out the other chants of “occupation is a crime” and “free free Palestine.”

Over 5000 Rally in DC on 40th Anniversary of Israeli Occupation
By Sara Barclay, June 17, 2007
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Seattle Students Walk Out Against the War in Iraq
by Philip Locker and Ramy Khalil for Youth Against War and Racism. Seattle Indymedia, May 4, 2007

Over 800 students walked out of schools through-
out the Seattle area on April 18 to demand an imme-
diate end to the Iraq war. The walkout, organized by 

Youth Against War and Racism (YAWR), culminated 
in a protest at a meeting of the School Board, calling 
for military recruiters be kicked out of our schools. 

The students also protested the School 
District’s plan to close 7 Seattle schools, 
calling instead for money for education, 
not war.

Throughout the day of rallies and 
marching throughout Seattle’s downtown, 
the students’ energy and enthusiasm was 
palpable, with non-stop chanting and 
speeches. Students from over 35 schools 
joined the walkout, mainly from high 
schools, though there were also many  
students from colleges and even a few 
middle schools. Unlike many antiwar  
protests which often draw the same crowd 
of activists, this walkout succeeded in  
mobilizing hundreds of new students 
and young people who had been to few  

protests before, if any. 

After a rally and a long march, we rallied outside the 
Seattle School board, where there was a concert with 
amazing music and more speeches. The one hour 
public comment period was dominated by powerful 
speeches by students and antiwar activists, frequently 
interrupted by thunderous applause.

Speaker after speaker demanded the School Board 
finally take meaningful action against military recruit-
ers and stop the school closures. School Board mem-
bers were clearly taken aback by the community’s 
outrage.  While they have tried to create the impres-
sion that they are listening and will begin enforcing 
and tightening their policies restricting recruiters, we 
will definitely need to keep up the pressure on them 
to make sure they really follow through in deeds, not 
just in words. At the same time, a new policy further 
restricting recruiters access to Seattle public schools 
would still be far short of what we need—military 
recruiters out of schools completely.

With Major Protests Imminent, Military 
Recruiters Withdraw from UCSC Job Fair
by Students Against the War (SAW), Santa Cruz Indymedia, April 8, 2007

With hundreds of students expected to protest, U.S. 
Army and U.S. Marine Corps recruiters announced on 
April 17th their withdrawal from the Last Chance Job Fair 
being held at UC Santa Cruz on April 24th. Student pro-
tests have made UCSC an increasingly ineffective site of 
military recruitment for almost three years.

On Tuesday, April 24th, Students Against War (SAW) 
hosted a rally at Baytree Plaza beginning at 10 am in cel-
ebration of this victory. Joined by members of Iraq Vets 
Against the War (IVAW), the rally and subsequent actions 
demonstrated the student body’s continued opposition to 
war and will further the campaign to untangle the Uni-
versity of California from military-related research, nu-
clear weapons production, and the other aspects of what 
might be termed ‘the war machine.’

As the military loses more troops overseas and our gen-
eration refuses to take their place, UCSC’s success can be 
seen as a model for how communities can directly resist 
war without relying on the corrupt political process. Al-
though the law prevents schools from banning recruiters 
outright, UCSC students, through massive protests, have 
effectively prevented recruiters from operating on campus 
for nearly three years.

“We’ve upheld our community’s values of tolerance and 
nonviolence despite federal attempts to impose militarism 
on our daily lives,” said third year student Natalie Ma-
cIntyre. “If every school prevented recruitment, if every 
port stopped shipping weapons, if every community re-
fused to accept war profiteers as neighbors, war would be 
impossible.”

Grannies Arrested 
Blocking Tank in Rose Parade
by editor@schema-root.org. 

Portland Indymedia, June 10, 2007

Two of the “Seriously Pissed Off Grannies” of the Surge 
Protection Brigade were arrested on June 9th stopping the 
tank that was in the Rose Parade in Portland, Oregon. Bon-
nie Tinker and Sara Graham were arrested at the 100th An-
niversary Portland Rose Festival Parade when they stood 
to block a U.S. Army Tank from entering the parade.

Why Try to Stop a Tank from Parading Through Port-

land? This is a time to mourn war, not to celebrate it. The 
military section of this parade is intended to honor “the 
Greatest Generation.” Inviting the veterans to march in 
the parade honors veterans. Honoring service to country 
is what democracies do. Parades are fun, but if we want to 
honor our veterans, we should also pay for the health care 
and services they need and deserve.

Community Pickets, Shuts Down War Profiteers SSA at Oakland Port
by Oakland Community Shuts Down SSA Gates. San Francisco Bay Area Indymedia, May 22, 2007

On May 19th, work activity at the Stevedoring Ser-
vices of America (SSA) gates was successfully halted this 
morning after the ILWU locals chose not to cross the 
community picket lines. Three ships sat at the SSA docks, 
and cargo did not move. Pickets continued throughout 
the day.

The picket was a direct action to stop the war. Cur-
rently, military shipments through the port enable and 
support the ongoing occupation of Iraq. Through this 
picket, activists aimed to stop war shipments with the 
intention of forcing the immediate return of US troops. 
Moreover, picketers also demanded community control 
of the port, insisting that port money be used to fix 
schools and social services in Alameda County.

On April 7th, the PAC hosted a rally at the port com-
mission to mark the anniversary of the brutal repression 
of anti-war activists by the OPD. Many of the current 
organizers were also part of the group that originally 

picketed the port four years ago.As was the case 
four years ago, organizers expect the ILWU to 
respect the picket lines on May19th. Unlike the 
police riot that took place four years ago, how-
ever, organizers expect the police response will 
be somewhat tamer this time around.

They cite the 2 million dollar legal settlement 
against the Oakland Police Department that 
resulted from the 2003 picket, recent political 
changes in Oakland, and a surge in the general 
antiwar sentiment in the US as reasons they ex-
pect greater police restraint.

The action at the Port of Oakland is partially 
inspired by those earlier in the year in Wash-
ington. After activists successfully shutdown the 
shipments in Olympia they set their eyes on the 
port of Tacoma. At the Tacoma Port, blockaders 
were met with with heavy repression.

Soldier in Iraq  
Refuses Combat 
Mission
by Mark 
DC Indymedia, June 10, 2007

Yesterday, June 19, 26 year old SPC Eli Israel 
put himself at great personal risk by making the 
courageous decision to refuse further participa-
tion in the U.S. occupation of Iraq. Eli told his 
commanding officer and sergeants that he will 
no longer be a combatant in this illegal, unjusti-
fied war. Eli believes that the U.S. government 
used the attacks of September 11, 2001 as a pre-
tense to invade Iraq and that “we are now violat-
ing the people of this country (Iraq) in ways that 
we would never accept on our own soil.” Eli is 
stationed at Camp Victory in Baghdad with JVB 
Bravo Company, 1-149 Infantry of the Ken-
tucky Army National Guard. The following is a 
message that Eli sent yesterday to a friend back 
home:

“I have told them that I will no longer play 
a ‘combat role’ in this conflict or ‘protect cor-
porate representatives,’ and they have taken this 
as ‘violating a direct order.’ I may be in jail or 
worse in the next 24 hours.”

“Please rally whoever you can, call whoever 
you can, bring as much attention to this as you 
can. I have no doubt that the military will bury 
me and hide the whole situation if they can. 
I’m in big trouble. I’m in the middle of Iraq, 
surrounded by people who are not on my side. 
Please help me. Please contact whoever you can, 
and tell them who I am, so I don’t ‘disappear.’”

photo: Jeff Paterson
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environmental justice
toxic soil Busters day celebrated
June 21, Worcester, MA - The youth-lead cooperative, “Toxic Soil Busters” – a 

program of the Worcester Roots Project – held a press conference to celebrate 
the day Former Mayer Tim Murray Declared “Toxic Soil Buster Day”: June 20th 
and to welcome four new board members to the grassroots Worcester-based 
non-profit.

The organization’s mission is to work with communities facing environmen-
tal injustice to build healthy spaces for living, working, and playing. The group 
uses participatory theater, educational workshops, plants that clean soil, and land-
scaping techniques to deal with soil lead contamination in yards and common 
spaces.
http://worcester.indymedia.org/node/8979

cross-border solidarity
local activists challenge the Filipino ambassador to the u.s.
June 21, Seattle – The Honorable Willie Gaa, Philippine Ambassador to the US 

wrestled with claims of illegal arrest and detention of Congressman and labor 
leader Crispin Beltran and United Church of Christ

Berlin Guerrero, the unabated political killings of unarmed social activists (at 
least 850 since Pres. Arroyo took power), and the involvement of the death 
squads affiliated with the Armed Forces of the Philippines, during an open 
discussion at the Filipino Community Center in Seattle, Saturday, June 16th.
http://seattle.indymedia.org/en/2007/06/259982.shtml

poverty | police&legal
anti-Homeless Fence is completed under Pierce  
elevated
June 18, Houston –  At the end of 2004, an attempt to move the homeless out 

of the area beneath the Pierce Elevated between Main and Fannin included pro-
tests, police harassment, City Hall appearances and eventually the “solution” that 
the area would be fenced off and turned in Metro Vehicle parking. The Coaltiion 
For the Homeless helped the City to move the homeless out of the area with a 
program of 30 days in hotels, rehab, or other facilities.

This month, as an Elbit Systems, Ltd., an Israeli company building and profiting 
from the Wall in occupied Palestine, has been awarded a contract to help build 
the US / Mexico wall, the City of Houston has also chosen a similar tactic. An 
additional eight blocks under the freeway where the homeless found a dry place 
to sleep is now fenced off. 

The fence extends from Main to Caroline, the location of St. John’s Downtown 
Church which has long helped homeless. The gates have locks on them to allow 
for vehicle parking but are locked at night. In addition, police have been harassing 
the homeless who sleep on the sidewalks on the other side of the fence.
http://houston.indymedia.org/archives/archive_by_id.php?id=902&category_id=1

food & agriculture | youth & students
Hunger action urges lawmakes to agree on Healthy 
school meals
June 16, Albany, NY -- The Hunger Action Network of New York State today 

urged state lawmakers to come to agreement on the Healthy Schools Act to 
improve nutrition for school children. The bill would develop educational cam-
paigns about the importance of proper nutrition among children, improve the 
nutritional quality of foods served in schools, including both meals and vending 
machines, and increase state funding of school meal programs.

Senate Republicans appear to oppose to the effort to expand the school break-
fast program, while Governor Spitzer apparently opposes increased funding for 
school meals programs.
http://hm.indymedia.org/newswire/display/13221/index.php

prison & prisoners
concentration camps in america?!? Private Prisons 
ensure more to come
June 16, New Mexcio – Prisoner rights activist Tilda Sosaya spoke at the ABQ 

Center for Peace and Justice about the rising phenomenon of concentration 

camps in America and the increasing dangers of private prison systems. Listen to 
the NM-IMC interview with Tilda Sosaya at La Semilla booksore in ABQ on 
privately run refugee camps in Texas and the upcoming mobilizaions on the 23rd 
and 24th of June being organized to create awarness about these camps/prisons.

http://newmexico.indymedia.org/

indigenous rights | immigration
o’odham Burial Ground unearthed during Border Wall 
construction
June 14, San Diego – Remains of the indigenous O’odham people were un-

earthed last month during the construction of the border wall between the Unit-
ed States and Mexico. Local O’odham residents are demanding that the remains 
be returned to them.

The unearthed people are the direct ancestors of five families living in the Ali 
Jegk community of the Tohono O’odham Nation....Margaret Garcia cried and 
asked, “Why do these non-O’odham continue to mistreat us? We are humans, 
we do not go to their [Anglo] graves and dig them up and put them in boxes.”... 
These remains were found buried near the International Border, inside of To-
hono O’odham Nation lands in Arizona.
http://sandiego.indymedia.org/en/2007/06/126781.shtml

labor
Jobs with Justice visits senator Gordon smith
June 14, Rogue Valley, OR -- Will US Senator Gordon Smith Support the 

Working Class? On Thursday June 14, 2007 a delegation of nine met with Esther 
Kennedy, US Senator Gordon Smith’s Field Representative in Medford, Oregon 
and made a strong case for Senator Smith to support EFCA, the Employee Free 
Choice Act. After our meeting we followed up with a letter just to make sure that 
our questions were clearly understood.

A quote from our letter: “Each of our delegates spoke and you said you would 
share our messages with Senator Smith and ask him to respond to our question, 
“Senator Gordon Smith, will you support the Employee Free Choice Act?”
http://rogueimc.org/en/2007/06/8719.shtml

racism | police & legal
shot in the Back: aPd, city of austin, and corporate me-
dia Blame shooting on east austin club
June 14, Austin, TX – In the early hours 

of June 3, Kevin Brown was running as 
fast as he could away from Chester’s night-
club, which lies on 12th St. and Airport on 
Austin’s east side. He was fleeing a white 
police officer, Michael Olson, who fatally 
shot him twice in the back moments later. 
Brown was a 25-year-old black man. The 
local corporate media leads an attack on 
Chester’s nightclub, deflecting attention away from the cop with a history of  
brutality who shot Kevin Brown to death in the back - another death in the cycle 
of APD violence against people of color.
http://austin.indymedia.org/feature/display/34356/index.php 
 

gender & sexuality | police & legal
Friends seek Justice for the murder of a 20-Year old 
transwoman
June 13, Philadelphia – Erika Keels, a 20-year-old black transwoman, was mur-

dered on March 22, 2007, at the corner of Broad and Thompson in North Phila-
delphia, in a hit-and-run assault. Witnesses saw a man eject Ms. Keels from his car 
and intentionally run her over four times, killing her and leaving the scene. The 
Philadelphia police have refused to conduct an investigation of Erika’s death and 
have closed the case.

Erika’s death has caused an uproar in the trans community in Philadelphia, and 
is part of a devastating pattern of violence against trans people of color in Phila-
delphia and elsewhere.
http://phillyimc.org/en/2007/06/40392.shtml

From the Newswire: 
A Taste of Daily Articles from Local IMCs

Taking out the Corporate Mediaim
age: Z
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human rights | prisons
Botched execution angers ohio abolitionists
June 10, Cleveland -- On May 24, Ohio set a new record—for the length of time 

taken to execute a prisoner. The medical technicians worked for 90 minutes to put 
shunts into the veins of Christopher Newton, so long he had to be allowed to get 
off the execution table to have a bathroom break. During this time activists bar-
raged the office of Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland with phone calls, threatening to alert 
the media.

Once the injection of lethal chemicals began, it took an additional 16 minutes for 
Newton to die, compared to an average of 7.5 minutes. According to the Associated 
Press report, his stomach contorted, his chin shook and his body had two mild con-
vulsions. This indicates that the deadly “cocktail” was not performing as expected.

Kathy Soltis of the Cleveland Coalition Against the Death Penalty and the Cleve-
land Lucasville Five Defense Committee, made the following comment: “The sen-
tence, to which we object in absolute terms, is death, not death preceded by torture. 
Being stuck repeatedly with needles is not part of the deal.”
http://cleveland.indymedia.org/news/2007/06/25946.php

animal rights | environment
montana lies about last remaining Wild Buffalo in north 
america
June 10, Montana – Over the last two weeks, state and federal authorities had 

planned to slaughter 300 of the last remaining wild buffalo in North America, 
including calves and their mothers. The carnage was stopped by public outcry and 
the Buffalo Field Campaign, but this is not the first time this has happened. In the 
last 7 years the government has trucked 2,000 wild buffalo to slaughter, and 1,000 
last year alone, part of a practice of clearing public lands of wild buffalo to enable 
an expansion of the cattle industry.
http://www.indybay.org/newsitems/2007/06/10/18426662.php
http://portland.indymedia.org/en/2007/06/360856.shtml

indigenous rights | environment
u.s. dept of Justice continues to Pursue desecration of 
sacred site
June 8, Flagstaff, AZ – On Wednesday, May 30th the United States Department of 

Justice, on behalf of the Forest Service, filed for a rehearing and appeal in the case to 
protect the San Francisco Peaks in Northern Arizona. The 9th Circuit Court of Ap-
peals previously ruled in favor of Native American tribes and environmental groups 
on the grounds that a proposed ski area development and expansion would violate 
the Religious Freedom Restoration Act and the National Environmental Policy 
Act. The Peaks, which are held holy by more than 13 Native American Nations, 
have been at the center of a legal battle that has pitted tribes and environmental 
groups against the U.S. Forest Service and a small private ski area. On June 4, 2007 
a protest was held outside the Coconino National Forest Service office, to show 
outrage at the government’s decision to continue to pursue the desecration of the 
San Francisco Peaks. Info at www.savethepeaks.org.
http://arizona.indymedia.org/archives/archive_by_id.php?id=381&category_id=1

katrina | housing & development
Hr 1227 demonstrators at desire Housing Project re-
opening
June 7, New Orleans -- Finding housing in New Orleans is like parking a car in 

the French Quarter on a Friday night. You’ll look for a long time, and whatever you 
find will be inconveniently located and probably have a bad smell.

Alphonso Jackson, federal Secretary of HUD, is like a suspicious valet – he’ll find 
you a spot CHEAP.  Jackson and the Housing Authority of New Orleans (HANO) 
have responded to the housing shortage by keeping more than 5,000 units of 
public housing gated and locked, forcing thousands of people to remain displaced. 
Those lucky enough to return to the city and find a home are paying rents up to 
300 percent higher than pre-Katrina rates.

http://neworleans.indymedia.org/news/2007/06/10382.php

From all sides
Open Publishing and 
Community Journalism

These stories are drawn from the feature columns of US-
based indymedia centers. Most indymedia centers have an 
open-posting newswire, where the public can publish their 
own news stories, videos, audio, and photography. These 
posts are then reviewed by a volunteer editorial collective, 
which promotes and compiles particularly timely and com-
pelling stories to the center column, so that they might get 
more attention. These featured stories then syndicated auto-
matically to the www.indymedia.us wire.

The Newswire:The Newswire:
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Newswire continued on page 11

environment | youth movements
east Palo alto Youth Win Preliminary Battle against  
Giant Polluter
June 6, Palo Alto, CA – Last month, members of Youth United for Communi-

ty Action (YUCA), celebrated a California state order that will shut down large 
portions of a major hazardous waste handler located in East Palo Alto, ironically 
named Romic Environmental Technologies. For 43 years, Romic has operated 
a hazardous waste recycling facility in East Palo Alto -- and since 1991, com-
munity residents have waged a campaign to shut it down. On May 31st, the 
California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) finally responded 
by announcing it had issued an enforcement order to Romic, charging it with 
such state violations such as unsafe operations (that resulted in a June 2006 
toxic release) and reckless disregard (for the risk of serious injury to an em-
ployee in March 2006). The order prohibits Romic from handling, treating and 
storing hazardous bulk liquid waste in containers greater than 85 gallons.
http://www.indybay.org/newsitems/2007/06/06/18425290.php

housing & development
temple courts residents, naHt protest eviction plans
June 5, Washington DC – Residents of the besieged Temple Courts apartment 

building, backed up by the National Alliance of HUD Tenants (NAHT), rallied 
to demand that any demolition of their building be preceded by construction 
of new housing for all residents.

Residents had struck a deal with Mayor Anthony Williams’ administration to 
build new housing for all Temple Courts residents prior to planned “redevelop-
ment” of the rapidly gentrifying area. Now Mayor Adrian Fenty wants to go 
back on this deal and let HUD and Bush Construction terminate the rent assis-
tance contract, evict 211 families into the street, issue useless Section 8 vouch-
ers that almost no landlords accept, and build something else on the site.

Speakers juxtaposed the situation with the planned demolition of the Robert 
F. Kennedy Memorial Stadium. An entirely new stadium is being built for the 
Nationals prior to demolition, not after.
http://dc.indymedia.org/newswire/display/139329/index.php

elections & voting
Ballot access reformers organizing for election season 
campaign
June 3, Oklahoma -- Oklahomans seeking to change the state’s ballot  access 

laws are re-organizing for their ongoing challenge to Oklahoma’s restrictive 
laws that keep third parties and independents from a fair chance to get their 
name before the voters. Representatives from around the state will meet Satur-
day June 9 and continue to develop strategy for their drive for public awareness 
and legislative action.

Oklahoma has the most restrictive ballot access laws in the nation and efforts 
to change this in the legislature and the courts have, so far, failed. But the fight 
continues and has even gained some unexpected allies.
http://www.okimc.org/node/655

police & legal | poverty
champaign county Jail Being run as debtor’s Jail
June 1, Urbana-Champaign, IL -- The debtor’s jail, once considered a relic of 

the 19th century, has now been re-instituted in Champaign County. We have 
received news of several inmates who have been incarcerated in the county jail 
for outstanding debts from traffic tickets. Because these individuals have been 
held in contempt of court on petty offenses, they have not been appointed a 
Public Defender. In one case, a man named Michael Alexander has been held 
for six weeks without seeing an attorney. If there is no intervention, he will 
languish in the jail until his next court date.

This kind of bill collecting had become common during previous State’s 
Attorney John Piland’s administration. Champaign County Health Care Con-
sumers exposed the way Carle Hospital was using the court system to collect 
on its debts, and Carle’s tax exempt status was revoked. The current State’s At-



A day after students and workers held a protest 
outside administrative offices, the University of 
California Santa Cruz (UCSC) rehired Crown 
custodian and AFSCME 3299 member Angela 
Ruiz. Ruiz was fired on April 9 for attending a 
union-sponsored protest against UC President 
Robert Dynes, even though she had received 
excellent evaluations and the protest was during 
her lunch hour.

Angela’s re-hiring marks the 3rd victory in the 
past month for activists at UCSC. On May 22, 
AFSCME and the Student and Worker Coali-
tion for Justice won their Wage Parity campaign; 
on May 30, the UC Activist Defense Commit-
tee was successful in their efforts to keep stu-
dent activist Alette Kendrick at UCSC; and now 
on June 14, labor activists have ensured Angela 
Ruiz’ job security.

 On a cherry-blossom spring day, bagpipes in full mourn, 
the members of University of Washington Student Labor 
Action Project (their tagline: “Students and Workers United 
to SLAP Corporate Greed”) held a wake for the recent 
closure of the BJ&B factory in the Dominican Republic -- 
the only unionized factory in the region. Dressed in black, 
carrying a tombstone, the wake processed through campus 
and into President Mark Emmert’s office on Red Square, 
where members appealed for the school to stand up for 
sweatshop-free labor.

From LA Indymedia, April 15 
Breaking with a norm of accommodation of student pro-

testers, the University of Southern California last week 
dramatized their willingness to evade responsibility for the 

repercussions of their business practices. On Tuesday April 
10, thirteen members of the Student Coalition Against La-
bor Exploitation (SCALE) were threatened with immediate 
suspension if they did not leave Bovard Hall just minutes 
after it closed to the public at 5pm. SCALE wants the uni-
versity to switch to an independent regulatory agent called 
Worker Rights Consortium (WRC).

Movement documentarian Liza Featherstone says the LA 
and Seattle actions are “part of a likely wave of sit-ins on 
US campuses, as students are escalating a campaign for basic 
human rights for the workers, mostly young women, who 
make clothing bearing school logos.” 

Student-Labor Activism on the Rise Nationwide
US Indymedia-Various Reports from Local Indymedias 
http://indymedia.us/en/2007/04/24369.shtml

Students and security guards in Philadelphia & Boston
From Boston IMC 
June 6, 2007

Rev. Jay Broadnax of Mt Pisgah AME Church speaks in 
solidarity with U-Penn security guards. 

Security guards at Harvard 
University were able to final-
ize a union contract for a liv-
ing wage after students mobi-
lized to push Harvard officials 
to publicly support the work-
ers. Harvard students went on 
a nine-day hunger strike to get 
a commitment from Harvard 
officials to help settle negotia-
tions between security guards 
and an outsourced contractor, AlliedBarton. During the 
strike, two students were hospitalized for low sodium 
levels.  The guards said the hunger strike made a huge 
difference in their struggle, which started 15 years ago 
when Harvard decided to outsource those jobs.

 

From Philly Indymedia, April 6, 2007 
This week approximately 40 students and security guards 

marched for a living wage and more sick days guards 
working at University of Pennsylvania. The event was 
organized by Philly Jobs with Justice, the Student Labor 
Action Project (SLAP) and the NAACP. The event was 
part of Jobs with Justice’s annual Student Labor Week of 
Action, which takes place from Caesar Chavez’s birthday 
on March 27th to Martin Luther King’s assassination on 
the 4th of April.
 

Student and Security guard-led strike at Harvard. 

UCSC Rehires 
Fired Worker a 
Day After Protests
by josh sonnenfeld, Indybay  
June 19, 2007

Sweat-Free in Seattle & Los Angeles
From Seattle Indymedia, April 7, 2007

Students & Farmworkers from Florida to Chicago
Students played a key role in the organizing that led to the Coalition of Immokalee Workers’ recent win with McDonalds. 
Founded in 2000, the Student-Farmworker Alliance organizes in direct partnership with farmworkers to eliminate sweatshop 
conditions and modern-day slavery in the fields.

reports back from cIW action in chicago
By Anonymous, Twin cities Indymedia, June 5th 

Earlier this year, over 70 Minnesotans drove to Chicago 
to join the Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW) at 
McDonald’s Global Headquarters to (successfully) de-
mand an end to human rights violations in the fast-food 
giants’ tomato supply chain.

CIW is a community-based worker organization made 
up of Latino, Haitian and Mayan immigrants who are 
working in low-wage jobs throughout the state of 
Florida. Their work to end human rights violations in 
Florida’s fields has been recognized internationally, due 
in large part to the infamous Taco Bell Boycott which 
ended in significant pay increases and improved working 
conditions for thousands of tomato pickers.

CIW then began pressuring McDonald’s to meet the 
same demands.  After a two year battle, an agreement was 
reached and the workers were granted an extra penny/
pound of tomatoes harvested, a stronger code of con-

duct based on the principle of worker participation and 
a collaborative effort to develop a third-party mechanism 
for monitoring conditions in the fields and investigating 
workers’ complaints of abuse. 

a tX report from cIW chicago mobilization
By Kilgore, Austin Indymedia, April 17th 2007 

Thirty seven people from ATX, San Antonio, and the 
Valley ranging in age from 15 to 75 boarded a bus on 
Thursday (4/12) to head up to Chicago to celebrate 
CIW’s victory against McDonald’s and  launch the first 
stage of the next campaign against Burger King. 

Representatives from The Miami Worker’s Center , The 
Nashville Homeless Power Project, Witness for Peace, and 
many other grassroots organizers were present at the ‘Our 
World, Our Rights’ conference, emphasizing that real po-
litical power begins when people organize explicitly!

For all of us though, it was a reminder that in organiz-
ing for justice, we have to work for our own liberation 

while taking a position of solidarity with others and that 
all of our struggles are connected. 

on verge of major protest, cIW reaches 
landmark accord with mcd’s!
By SFA, Austin Indymedia, April 9th 2007 

Today at The Carter Center in Atlanta, the CIW (Coali-
tion of Immokalee Workers) and McDonald’s announced 
a landmark agreement to work together to improve the 
wages and working conditions of the farmworkers who 
pick Florida tomatoes.

Building off this tremendous momentum, the Campaign 
for Fair Food now surges ahead towards Burger King: Two 
months ago, Burger King publicly rebuffed the CIW by 
rejecting a proposed partnership, smugly offering farm 
workers jobs at their restaurants instead of real rights and 
fair wages. In addition, BK still refuses to implement a set 
of reforms in their purchasing practices that would make 
an enormous difference in the lives of farmworkers. 

photo: stand4security.org

photo: phillyimc.org

photo: Amy L. Dalton
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June 14, Los Angeles --Two hundred people came 
to the South Central Farm tonight to watch the corn 
grow. The familiar train whistle, the one that warned 
us each night of the encampment of the devasta-
tion to come, echoed in the night air. Fresh tractor 
treads scored the fallow land where Ralph Horowitz, 
developer, had plowed under the shoots of the an-
cient heirloom maiz seeds that determinedly sprout 
in this land, as they have sprouted for millennia, a 
developer’s response to the people’s vigil. But there 
was still no warehouse, not even the touted soccer 
field. A year after dozens of people risked arrest to 
preserve a way of life, the Farm is in limbo, neither 
converted into another concrete-block monolith for 
human labor nor allowed to offer up food to the 
three hundred and fifty people who relied on it for 
fourteen years.

The economics of declining property values and 
the determination of the people have kept the Farm 
alive, but just barely. The California black walnuts are 
dying and still living, their roots cut to fit in wooden 
boxes, guy wires holding them aloft as they fight for 
life.

The two hundred people neither mourned nor cel-
ebrated: they got to work. The energy that has been 
gathering for the past year broke out at last Sunday’s 
tianguis, when people hopped, skipped, and danced 
around a ceremonial drum to a reggae rendition 
of “La policía, la migra, la misma poquería” on the 
southern boundary of the Farm, amid tables awash in 
the harvest of the new farm. The banners joined the 
Farmers’ battle cry “¡Aqui estamos y no nos vamos!” 
with their new call to the community: “Desplazados 
pero no derrotados.” Displaced, but not defeated.

Desplazados Pero No Derrotados: 
South Central Farmers Displaced, But Not Defeated

The South Central Farm became an international emblem for the 
right to food over industrial sprawl, at the center of Los Angeles’ 
barren transportation corridor. 

indy-radio
ROGUE VALLEY INDYMEDIA: The Brain Labor Report. KSKQ LIVE REPORTS from the U.S. 
Social Forum in Atlanta! Listen live at http://www.kskq.org. 
AUSTIN INDYMEDIA: On the Fringe, every Monday on KVRX 91.7 FM Austin
CHICAGO INDYMEDIA: From the Trenches, WLUW FM Chicago.
CLEVELAND INDYMEDIA: Black Out News Radio, WRUW 91.1 FM Cleveland
DC INDYMEDIA: DC Radio Co-Op, WPFW 89.3 FM DC.
HOUSTON INDYMEDIA: Center Radio Show KPFT 90.1FM Houston.
LOS ANGELES INDYMEDIA: Kill Radio, Anti-Corporate Internet Radio via http://killradio.org/
PHILADELPHIA INDYMEDIA: Radio Volta, Internet radio via http://www.radiovolta.org/
PITTSBURGH INDYMEDIA: Rustbelt Radio, live on WRCT 88.3 FM Pittsburgh.  Also on WVJW 
94.1 FM Wheeling, WV area, and and WPTS 92.1 FM Pittsburgh. Live web stream: WRCT.org. 
PORTLAND INDYMEDIA: Portland Indymedia Radio, Internet radio via http://radio.portland.
indymedia.org:8000/listen.pls
URBANA CHAMPAIGN INDYMEDIA: Radio Free Urbana, WRFU 104.5 FM, Urbana. First Indy-
media-owned radio station. See archives via: www.radiofreeurbana.org. Sister radio station: La Voz del  
Pueblo Lenca 97.3 (The Voice of the Lenca People).
 

indy-video
INDYMEDIA NEWSREAL: A monthly television series on Free Speech TV, it brings pro-
gressive grassroots organizing, going on in your backyard, to a national television audience, com-
piled from indypendent videographers all over the U.S. For schedule, archives, and downloads see:  
http://satellite.indymedia.org.
CHICAGO INDYMEDIA: Chicago Independent TV, CABLECAST ON CAN TV (cable channel 19 
in Chicago) on the first and third Monday of the month at 11pm. On Free Speech TV (Dish Network 
channel 9415). Shows available for download.
NY INDYMEDIA: Black Out Media TV. MNN: Sat 9:30 PM Ch 34 & 107 in NYC FSTV: Mon 
6:00pm; BCAT: Monday 12:30 pm Time Warner/Cablevision 35/68.
ROCHESTER INDYMEDIA: TV Dinner produces two weekly half-hour programs on RCTV, cable 
channel 15. They also conduct digital video training workshops for community groups.
HUDSON MOHAWk INDYMEDIA: The Sanctuary For Independent Media is a community media 
arts center located in an historic converted church in Troy, NY, that provides screening, production, train-
ing in media production and a meeting space for artists, activists and independent media makers.

.

Brad Will: death of a Journalist  
in oaxaca
by The Indypendent Staff
On the afternoon of October 27, 2006, 
Brad Will, a NY Indymedia video  
reporter was murdered by paramilitary forc-
es while was documenting the teacher up-
rising in Oaxaca. He was shot twice in the 
abdomen. On that day paramilitary forces 
also killed a teacher named Emilio Alonso 
Fabian and Esteban López Zurita, a Oaxaca 
resident. Eleven others were wounded and 
two disappeared. Within 24 hours Mexi-
can President Vicente Fox ordered 4,000 
federal police into Oaxaca “to restore or-
der.” They arrived on Oct. 29 backed by 
tanks, helicopters and water cannons. At 
least two people died in the initial siege. 
Since then, human rights abuses as well 
as the people’s resistance to Ulises Ruiz’ 
repressive government, have continued.  
 
For current information on Oaxaca, go to: 
http://mexico.indymedia.org/oaxaca 

audio & video projects

FroM tHe edItors:

 On Thursday, May 17th, oral arguments were heard 
in federal court on what could be the last appeal 
of death-row journalist Mumia Abu-Jamal, known 
internationally as the “Voice of the Voiceless.” Abu-
Jamal, who has been on death row in Pennsylvania 
for 25 years, is the victim of a police and prosecu-
torial frame-up and a racist judge. He continues to 
serve the movement for human rights as a journalist 
writing and broadcasting from prison.in the fields 
and investigating workers’ complaints of abuse. 

For many today was a day of reckoning—yet the 
three judge panel presiding over the Mumia retrial 
case will not immediately announce their decision. 

“There’s a wealth of evidence that Mumia is not 
guilty. If the court rules against us across the board 

Mumia will be dead in an incredibly short period of 
time,” said Mumia’s attorney speaking to the press in 
front of the U.S. Courthouse on 76 N. Sixth Street 
in Philadelphia. 

He went on to repeat words spoken by Mumia to 
his supporters, “It’s not about me—it’s about all peo-
ple on death row—all political prisoners around the 
world; it’s not about me, it’s about everybody.” 

Earlier I had been standing there when I met eye 
contact with a tall slender woman named Alison. 
She was there to support Mumia and moved recent-
ly to Philly from New York. “There’s a lot of poverty 
here,” she said.

Mobilizations for Mumia were held in Philly, 
Houston, New York, San Francisco, and Germany.

Mobilization for Mumia Abu-Jamal  
It’s About Everybody
By Michael Hodgson, Philly Indymedia, May 15th 2007
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This is not meant to be an exhaus-
tive list and we would like to ac-
knowledge all video and audio Indy-
media reporters and media activists 
who have in the past, are presently, 
and will be committed to producing 
indynews.



Despite Time Warner’s attempts to shut down small print pub-
lications through corporate lobbying and a new postal rate in-
crease plan,* independent pubs will always make their way into 
radical hands.

New York
 The Indypendent (indypendent.org)
 IndyKids (indykids.net) 
 
San Francisco
 Fault Lines (indybay.org) 

St. Louis 
 The Confluence (stlconfluence.org)

Houston
  El Independiente 
 The Alarm 

Portland
 PDX Print (portland.indymedia.org/en/static/pdxprint.shtml) 

Urbana Champaign
 Public i (publici.ucimc.org)

Illinois
 Big Muddy IMC 

Michigan
 Critical Moment (criticalmoment.org)

Los Angeles
 LA Free Press (www.losangelesfreepress.com)

Baltimore
 The Indypendent Reader
 
*The USPS offered a plan to the postal Commission that featured relatively  
equitable increases for all magazines. The Time Warner plan proposes higher 
costs for small publishers and discounts for big publishers. To find out more visit: 
http://www.freepress.net. To see a historical record of Indymedia Print Projects, 
go to: http://print.indymedia.org/

indymediaprint, paper, scissors

IN
D

Y
M

E
D

IA
 U

.S
. J

U
N

E
 2

00
7

10



torney Julia Rietz won her campaign in 2004 by promising she would put an end 
to this kind of legal retaliation. Yet while the head was cut off, the body remains. 
Now the Champaign County criminal justice is collecting on the bills of its own 
debtors

Michael Alexander has been in the county jail for six weeks for traffic tickets 
that range from driving without insurance, to not wearing a seatbelt. The tickets 
date back to 1995 and somehow amount to an astronomical $24,000. The pros-
ecution for his outstanding traffic tickets began in 2005, the year Rietz took of-
fice. Alexander’s case is not unique.
http://www.ucimc.org/node/1337

youth & students | conflict & community
Boston Youth coalition demands Funding and summer Jobs 
from city Hall
May 25, Boston, MA – Over 200 Boston teens and youth workers marched 

through downtown on their way to City Hall, where eleven youth delivered 
moving testimony inside the Council Chambers, during the Council’s hearing 
regarding the City’s Summer Job program.

Throughout downtown, the voices of young people screaming, “More Programs, 
Less Lockup!” could be heard loud and clear. As the crowd walked through the 
streets, chalk outlines of young people were left behind -- illustrating the lives 
lost. During the hearing that would follow, several City Councilors remarked 
they had never taken part in a hearing more moving, organized or well attended. 
The eleven youth, representing a variety of organizations working collaboratively 
under the banner of the UYYWB (United Youth and Youth Workers of Boston), 
took on the persona and spoke in behalf of deceased friends and loved ones, 
challenging the tendency for deceased urban youth--victims of the epidemic of 
youth violence that plagues the streets of Boston--to be thought as, “just another 
number,” moving many in the stuffed chambers to tears.
http://boston.indymedia.org/feature/display/199679/index.php

civil rights
nYPd spied on tejas Bloc
May 25, Houston, TX - Last week, New York police were forced to release 

hundreds of pages of classified documents linked to the more than 2000 arrests 
of peaceful protesters during the 2004 Republican National Convention. This 
paperwork confirmed what many have suspected all along, the law enforcement 
agency was actively spying on a number of groups and individuals. Among those 
mentioned in the documents was the Tejas Bloc. Esteban Tovar was one of the 8 
members of the Bloc who was detained and confined for more than two days, 
much of that time being spent on a contaminated Pier activists referred to as 
‘Gitmo on the Hudson’.
http://houston.indymedia.org/archives/archive_by_id.php?id=898&category_id=1

housing & development | labor
7000 march in “new York Is our Home” rally
May 28, New York City -- On Wednesday an estimated 7,000 people, repre-

senting over 90 community and tenant organizations tenants, rallied outside of 
Stuyvesant Town for the launch of the New York is Our Home Affordable Hous-
ing Campaign. The rally started at 5pm with groups forming a human chain 
around Stuyvesant Town and Peter Copper Village (14th Street to 23rd Street, be-
tween 1st Avenue and Avenue C). After “Hands Around Stuy Town” demonstra-
tors then marched across 14th Street to Union Square Park. Signs reading “Save 
Our Homes” were plentiful as well as chants of “Affordable Housing Now!” and 
“Si Se Puede” (Yes We Can!). Groups representing each borough and dozens of 
neighborhoods were present: the Northwest Bronx Community and Clergy Co-
alition, the Stuyvesant Town-Peter Cooper Village Tenants Association, GOLES, 
ACORN, the Working Families Party, and many, many more.

The New York is Our Home Campaign website ( http://newyorkisourhome.
blogspot.com) includes a summary of the event and details some of the Cam-
paign’s upcoming actions including a project to map rent hikes across the 
city and a trip to Albany on June 5th to lobby for statewide housing reform 
legislation.
http://nyc.indymedia.org/or/2007/05/86647.html

court order sought to silence the united Workers  
association
May 24, Baltimore, MD -- One day after hundreds of protesters marched on 

Next Day Staffing, the temp agency sought a court order to prevent the labor 
organizers from the United Workers Association (UWA) from talking to work-
ers as they arrive to and leave from work. Next Day Staffing is one of several 
temp agencies who provide labor for the Maryland Stadium Authority, the public 

agency that owns Camden Yards stadium.

Workers expressed outrage over the attempt to silence workers to prevent them 
from getting organized. In response, the UWA issued a “Worker Rights Sum-
mons” to Next Day Staffing, charging the temp agency with wage and labor 
violations and calling on the Maryland Stadium Authority to stop wait times, 
van charges and worker mistreatment. The cleaners are also demanding a living 
wage at the publicly owned stadium. They have set a deadline of September 1 to 
get a binding solution and to living wages for the workers at the publicly owned 
stadium.
http://baltimore.indymedia.org/feature/display/9652/index.php

labor
nYc starbucks union celebrates 3rd anniversary
May 18, New York City – On May 17, Starbucks workers and their allies took 

to the streets in NYC and around the world to demand justice from the world’s 

largest coffee chain for baristas and coffee farmers. Three years after the founding 
of the IWW Starbucks Workers Union [StarbucksUnion.org], the organization 
has members in multiple U.S states successfully using Direct Action to rise out of 
poverty and articulate an independent voice on the job.

To silence worker voices, Starbucks has disgracefully terminated eight SWU baris-
tas in retaliation for their union activity. The SWU has prevailed against Starbucks 
to reinstate two of the members but six remain out of a job. Despite multiple Labor 
Board complaints, the coffee giant continues to punish baristas for discussing the 
union and force union-busting propaganda down workers throats. 
http://nyc.indymedia.org/or/2007/05/86351.html

anti-war | civil rights
cvs Facing Growing censorship Protest
May 18, Milwaukee -- Jeff White says he knew it was political as soon as The 

Shepherd Express disappeared from the racks in his local pharmacy. As journalist 
of 20 years and with a passionate commitment to freedom of speech, he decided 

to take a very singular stand...

Over the last five weeks, the East-sider has become a familiar figure at the junc-
tion of Farwell and Brady with his protest sign - and a growing thorn in the side 
of CVS. Reportedly, the decision to ban the Shepherd from all CVS stores fol-
lowed a complaint from a pro-war customer in Wauwatosa. To date, however, the 
Rhode Island company has failed to offer any official explanation.

http://milwaukee.indymedia.org/en/2007/05/207470.shtml

environment | corporate domi-
nance
klamath Basin tribes make cross 
country Pilgrimage  
to omaha
May 1, Omaha, NB – A showdown is taking place 

between Berkshire Hathaway’s recently acquired 
PacifiCorp and a growing chorus of California 
fishermen, Native American tribes, public health 
officials, as well as state and federal agencies calling 
for the largest dam removal project in U.S. history.

A confluence of economic, public health and en-
vironmental disasters taking place on the Klamath 
River as a result of PacifiCorp’s four dams (which generate less than 2 percent of 
the company’s electricity) has prompted these diverse stakeholders to take their 
case on the road. From San Francisco Fisherman’s Wharf to PacifiCorp headquar-
ters in Salt Lake Center, to Omaha, Nebraska where CEO Warren Buffet will 
meet with Berkshire Hathaway shareholders at the company’s annual “Woodstock 
of Capitalism,” tribal elders and commercial fisherman will hold events to urge 
the company to make the smart business decision and bring down the dams. 
http://www.omahaimc.org/feature/display/37/index.php

Newswire continued from page 7
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how to get involved?
      contact your local indymedia* 
arizona	 	 	 	

arkansas	 	 	 								

atlanta	 	 	 	 	

austin	 	 	 	 			

baltimore	 	 	 							

big	muddy	 	 	 						

binghamton		 	 			

boston	 	 	 	 	

buffalo	 	 	 	 	

charlottesville	 	 	 				

chicago

cleveland

colorado

columbus

danbury,	ct

dc

hampton	roads,	va

hawaii

houston

hudson	mohawk

idaho

ithaca

kansas	city

la

madison

maine

miami

michigan

milwaukee

minneapolis/st.	paul

new	hampshire

new	jersey

new	mexico

new	orleans

north	carolina

north	texas

nyc

oklahoma

omaha

philadelphia

pittsburgh

portland

richmond

rochester

rogue	valley

saint	louis

san	diego

san	francisco

san	francisco	bay	area

santa	barbara

santa	cruz,	ca

seattle

tallahassee-red	hills

tampa	bay

tennessee

urbana-champaign

utah

vermont

western	mass

worcester

* Activity of individual indymedias varies greatly from city to city and 
not all RSS feed to Indymedia.us.org. Check local site for details.

wait, there’s more!
    indymedia.org

The Independent Media Center is a GLOBAL network of collectively 

run media outlets for the creation of radical, accurate, and passion-

ate tellings of the truth. We work out of a love and inspiration for 

people who continue to work for a better world, despite corporate me-

dia's distortions and unwillingness to cover the efforts to free humanity.

The Independent Media Center (www.indymedia.org), was  

established by various independent and alternative media  

organizations and activists in 1999 for the purpose of providing 

grassroots coverage of the World Trade Organization (WTO) protests 

in Seattle. The center acted as a clearinghouse of information for jour-

nalists, and provided up-to-the-minute reports, photos, audio and video 

footage through its website. Using the collected footage, the Seattle  

Independent Media Center (seattle.indymedia.org) produced a series 

of five documentaries, uplinked every day to satellite and distributed 

throughout the United States to public access stations.

The center also produced its own newspaper, distributed through-

out Seattle and to other cities via the internet, as well as  

hundreds of audio segments, transmitted through the web and  

Studio X, a 24-hour micro and internet radio station based in Seattle. The 

site, which uses a democratic open-publishing system, logged more than 

2 million hits, and was featured on America Online, Yahoo, CNN, BBC 

Online, and numerous other sites. Through a decentralized and autono-

mous network, hundreds of media activists setup independent media 

centers in London, Canada, Mexico City, Prague, Belgium, France, and 

Italy over the next year. As many as 165 autonomous IMCs have since 

been established on every continent, with more to come. 

																			jakarta		 peru	 	 argentina

	 winnipeg	 	athens	 							belgium													barcelona

	 	 croatia	 ireland	 india	 									istanbul

	 colombia	 mexico	 israel		 				beirut

	 	 uk	 	 oceania	 	puerto	rico

http://arizona.indymedia.org

http://arkansas.indymedia.org

http://atlanta.indymedia.org

http://austin.indymedia.org

http://baltimore.indymedia.org

http://bigmuddy.indymedia.org

http://binghamton.indymedia.org

http://boston.indymedia.org

http://buffalo.indymedia.org

http://cvilleindymedia.org

http://chicago.indymedia.org

http://cleveland.indymedia.org

http://colorado.indymedia.org

http://columbus.indymedia.org

http://www.madhatters.imc.org

http://dc.indymedia.org

http://www.hrimc.org

http://hawaii.indymedia.org

http://houston.indymedia.org

http://www.hm.indymedia.org

http://idaho.indymedia.org

http://ithaca.indymedia.org

http://kcindymedia.org

http://la.indymedia.org

http://madison.indymedia.org

http://maine.indymedia.org

http://miami.indymedia.org

http://www.michiganimc.org

http://milwaukee.indymedia.org

http://twincities.indymedia.org

http://nh.indymedia.org

http://newjersey.indymedia.org

http://newmexico.indymedia.org

http://neworleans.indymedia.org

http://chapelhill.indymedia.org

http://www.ntimc.org

http://ny.indymedia.org

http://www.okimc.org

http://omahaimc.org

http://www.phillyimc.org

http://pittsburgh.indymedia.org

http://portland.indymedia.org

http://richmond.indymedia.org

http://rochester.indymedia.org

http://rogueimc.org

http://www.stlimc.org

http://sandiego.indymedia.org

http://sf.indymedia.org

http://www.indybay.org

http://sb.indymedia.org

http://www.indybay.org/santacruz

http://seattle.indymedia.org

http://tallahassee.indymedia.org

http://tampabay.indymedia.org

http://tnimc.org

http://www.ucimc.org

http://utah.indymedia.org

http://vermont.indymedia.org

http://wmass.indymedia.org

http://worcester.indymedia.org

south	asia	 	 	 africa		 	 latin	america

	 europe	 	east	asia	 						canada	 	 west	asia

chiapas	 quebec	 germany	 india	 									brasil

	 manila	 south	africa		 madrid	 ecuador

paris	 	 sydney	 	 belgium	 	qollasuyu


