
LOS ANGELES, California – The LA 
Indymedia Editorial Collective has spo-
ken to many eyewitnesses and reviewed 
hours of video foot-age, and has come to 
the conclusion that the police attack in 
Macarthur Park on Mayday was unpro-
voked. Police Chief Bratton’s claim that 
the attack was a response to “agitators,” 
remains unsubstantiated and is believed 
to be false. 

There is mounting evidence that the 
police violence began when about a 
dozen police motorcycles drove into the 

ceremonial Aztec circle at the end of the 
march at 7th & Alvarado. Shortly thereaf-
ter, and without warning, the police fired 
rubber bullets and charged the crowd. 
Police then moved into formation along 
the East edge of the park and attacked 
without is-suing an audible dispersal or-
der. 

Most people had little to no warning 
that police were about to open fire into 
the crowd with rubber bullets and charge 
with batons. They then swept through 
the entire park firing and brutally beat-

ing nearly anyone remaining 
in their path.

This version of events has 
been well substantiated by 
hundreds of eye-witnesses. 
It has also been captured on 
video and broadcast by lo-
cal TV news. Yet in spite of 
this, three weeks after the at-
tack corporate media is still 
repeating the line that “agi-
tators” provoked the police. 
Fox news is repeating this 
lie even though their own 
anchorwoman and cam-
erawoman were attacked 
and are now filing a lawsuit 
against LAPD.

To date there is no testi-
mony or video to validate 
the police chief ’s claims of 
“agitators”. Some videos do 
show a few, scattered inci-
dents of plastic water bottles 

being thrown, a few of them once the 
police are already lined up in preparation 
for the attack, and more once the police 
line is advancing on people. These videos 
clearly demonstrate that the few objects 
thrown were not the ‘cause’ of the police 
attack. Much of the evidence that refutes 
Bratton’s story can be found online at 
sites such as this one. 

LA Indymedia would like to thank all those 
contributors to the newswire who have helped 
to shed light on what really happened on May 
1, 2007 in MacArthur Park. 
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From Portland IMC: There were about 75 people standing 
in silent vigil on the sidewalk in front of the Rhododendron 
Garden this afternoon... Most of us were wearing photos of sol-
diers or Iraqi children and mothers, fathers. During the silence 
we didn’t interact with the crowd at all. There was an aura of 
grief and deep respect for that half hour. Full report & photos:  
http://portland.indymedia.org/en/2007/05/359374.shtml

From Indybay, Central Valley: Three Mother’s Day events 
took place in Fresno today. The Catholic Workers held a vigil 
for peace and to end the war in Iraq on a busy street corner 
in North Fresno. The Raging Grannies sang songs of peace 
and held a silent vigil at Woodward Park. Prison Moratorium 

Project members were at the Fresno 
County Jail in downtown Fresno de-
manding alternatives to incarceration. 
Full report, photos & video of the Rag-
ing Grannies and Catholic Worker Vigil 
for Peace:  http://www.indybay.org/news-
items/2007/05/13/18415736.php 

From Miami IMC: On the eve of 
Mother’s Day, close to 300 women gath-
ered to address public leadership, vio-
lence, and economics. The preliminary 
findings released at the Miami Women’s 
Summit show women in Miami-Dade 
are chronically underemployed. Full 
report: http://miami.indymedia.org/
news/2007/05/8365.php

From DC-IMC: The “SWARM on 
Congress” campaign got off to a rousing 
start on May 14, 2007, in the nation’s cap-
ital. Cindy Sheehan spoke to the crowd 
at Lafayette Park; along with Rep. Lynn 
Woolsey (D-CA) and activists Kevin 

Zeese, David Swanson, Debra Sweet, Ann Wright, the Rev. Len-
nox Yearwood, and others. After parading to Capitol Hill, 33 of 
the estimated 250 antiwar activists were arrested there for refus-
ing a police order to disperse.  Full report: http://dc.indymedia.
org/newswire/display/139075/index.php

From San Diego-IMC: I met Rosa at Loyola Marymount 
University (LMU) during a conference on the Femicide in Gua-
temala. The organizers MuJER, a Guatemala City based women’s 
rights organization, and LMU had flown her in from Guatemala.  
Full report: http://sandiego.indymedia.org/en/2007/05/126270.
shtml

“We Tap the Militant Roots of Mother’s Day”

G8 Solidarity 
Protests in U.S.

PROTESTERS BLOCK 
HOUSTON ICE 

PROCESSING CENTER 
Houston, TX – The morning of June 4 

at dawn, immigrant rights activists locked 
themselves to the entrance gates of the 
Houston Processing Center, a private 
immigration detention facility in North 
Houston. This week the leaders of the 
richest and most powerful 8 countries in 
the world are meeting in Germany for the 
Group of 8 (G8) conference. During the 
G8 gathering these leaders will continue 
to strategize and promote the economic 
and political policy of neoliberal “global-
ization”. These 8 nations, which compose 
65% of the global economy have pushed 
for an economic system which impacts 
the whole world, making the rich richer, 
and impoverishing millions.

Today, June 4th, the Dissent! Network 
in Europe has called for a Global Day of 
Action for freedom of movement and 
equal rights for all! We here in Houston, 
Texas, USA have heard this call to action 
and share the same concerns as our broth-
ers and sisters in Europe and all over the 
world who are taking action today in soli-
darity with migrants and refugees of the 
global economy.

TENANTS AND ADVOCATES 
PROTEST DEUTCHE BANK IN 

DC AS G-8 BEGINS 
Washington, D.C.—On June 4, as the 

G-8, the eight richest nations on Earth 
begin to meet in Germany, the Nation-
al Alliance of HUD Tenants, supported 
by Empower DC and Mobilization for 
Global Justice pro-tested at the offices of 
Deutche Bank right here in DC asking 
them to stop investing in gentrifying low 
income housing.

SAN FRANCISCO BIKE RIDE 
AGAINST THE G-8

San Francisco, CA – On Friday June 8, 
2007, there was a critical mass-style bi-
cycle ride with an anti-G8 theme. Ap-
pearances were made by both Josh Wolf 
and Gabe Meyers. Gabe was arrested dur-
ing the 2005 San Francisco G8 protest 
and charged (and later let go) with felony 
lynching after dropping a foam sign in the 
road as a police car drove at high speed 
towards him. Josh spent a record amount 
of time in jail for refusing to speak to a 
grand jury formed to probe the battery of 
the officer who was driving the vehicle.

US Indymedia - Various Reports from Local Indymedias     
us.indymedia.org            May 13, 2007



May Day Reports: Legalization Now!
US Indymedia-Various Reports from Local Indymedias 
us.indymedia.org,  May 2007

On December 2005, the House passed an anti-immigrant legislation known as HR 4437, 
touching off what has become the largest wave of protests in US history. Millions pro-
tested across the country to the proposed legislation, which would have raised penal-
ties for illegal immigration and classify illegal aliens and anyone who helped them as 
felons. Demonstrators not only sought an overhaul of this bill, but also a path to legal-
ization and fewer Immigration Services delays.
On May 25th 2007, the Senate passed S.2611, the “Comprehensive Immigration Reform 
Bill” which contained many onerous measures such as limitations on due process and 
English only services. Many condemned the legislation immediately as “reprehensive, 
not comprehensive” and demonstrated all over U.S. cities.

Mexican workers and their families in Painesville OH 
were awakened by federal agents knocking on their 
doors. Young girls on their way to school were ques-
tioned by the feds, including a 12 year old girl who was 
grabbed by the hand and asked where she was born as 
she walked to her school bus stop! These vicious raids 
were officially called “Return to Sender(!)” and were 
conducted by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment Agency’s (I.C.E.) “Fugitive Operations Team.” 
Families were split apart, children left without parents, 
and the whole community was terrorized. That night, 
many slept in the fields, fearing the raids. Over 400 im-
migrants sought sanctuary in a local Catholic Church. 
One

woman said, “We heard people say we can come here 
to be safe.” We spoke to Father Steve from St. Mary’s 

Church about why they gave refuge to these 
families. He said “it’s the natural thing to do.” 
Father Steve also said since there is no local 
jail in Painesville, people didn’t know where 
those who had been taken into custody were 
at.

In a year marked by massive raids and round-
ups of immigrants, hundreds of thousands of 
people marched in the streets of major and 
small cities across the country on May 1 to 
give voice to their burning demand to be treat 
like human beings. In addition to the pro-
tests held in the city, over 300 people rallied 
and marched in Painsville on Monday night. 
As reported in the News-Herald, many of Monday’s 
adult marchers held signs bearing messages like ‘We are 

part of this community’ and ‘Leave the families alone,’ 
while young people’s signs declared: ‘My future is here.’” 
Chants in Spanish included “We are not criminals!” 

Signatures for Petition to Stop the Raids on Immigrants Flow in from Other States
Boston Indymedia,  May 1, 2007 

Boston May Day Coalition launched two petition 
campaigns to provide an outlet for people to express 
their outrage about the way the government is deal-
ing with undocumented migrant workers. The injus-
tice, abuse and mistreatment of people who risk their 
lives to come in search of work is so clear that it is not 
even necessary to explain it. While the Senate debates 
a military fortification of the southern border and un-
fair and exploitative guest worker programs, the Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement police continue 
to raid work places and neighborhoods throughout the 
country.

“We get calls every single day. ‘They took my father. 
They took my brother. What should I do?’” said Bea-
triz Senior from Centro Presente, an organization in 
Cambridge that works closely with Latino immigrant 
families and is helping run a national anti-raid cam-
paign. “But there are so many cases, and it’s so hard to 
work through them legally.”

We believe it is urgent to demand from the President 
to issue an executive order to stop the raids. This is 
one of the petitions we are circulating and we have 
already received the support of places like Kansas City. 
Likewise, the organization Si Se Puede from San Diego 
sent in the signatures collected up to now. The second 
campaign we initiated on May 1st. is a Petition for The 

Ratification by the USA of the UN Convention on 
the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers 
and Members of Their Families, which was passed last 

July 2003 and has not as yet been signed by most Eu-
ropean countries and the United States.

The Watsonville City Council meeting was packed with attendees in support of a resolution request-
ing the suspension of random detentions and arrests of residents in Watsonville. Migrawatch, a newly 
formed network of immigrants rights organizations, called for supporters to speak up and demand that 
two clauses be added to the resolution before the council vote. The first: to make the City of Watson-
ville a “sanctuary” for undocumented people similar to other cities around the country. The second 
amendment sought was a “notification” clause: Since it has become widely known the federal immigra-
tion enforcers notify local police departments, communities could be given advance warning before 
ICE raids the community.

Some speakers referred to the raids as domestic terrorism and that for this reason the council should 
adopt a policy of notification as part of the “War on Terror” so that a human rights organization could 
come and document the raids and prevent unnecessary harm. Although no Council members sup-
ported adding the notification clause to the resolution, the council voted 4-3 in favor of passage of the 
“sanctuary” one.

Non-cooperation with ICE Resolution Passes Watsonville City Council
by amanda           
Santa Cruz Indymedia,  May 8, 2007 

Report back from Painesville: Immigrants Raids and Protest 
by Lee Thompson
Cleveland Indymedia May 27, 2007 
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Immigrant rights activists gathered in front of Dianne Feinstein’s home in 
San Francisco to demand that she help to bury the current immigration bill 
and stop raids on immigrants families. 

To the surprise of the protesters, Feinstein herself came out to meet them, 
but insisted the bill does provide a path to citizenship and the raids will stop 
as soon as the bill is law. Activists responded that the bill will separate families, 
further criminalize immigrant communities, cause more suffering and deaths 
at the border, institutionalize worker exploitation through a guest-worker 
program, and provide no realistic chances for the undocumented to legalize.

Also, the vast majority of immigrants without documentation will not uti-
lize the new process because they won’t be able to afford it!

Senator Feinstein said it was hard for her to believe that anyone could de-
scribe living in San Francisco as living in a “police state.” Certainly not in her 
Pac Heights paradise!

ICE Raid in Shelton
by Proyecto CIELO
Seattle Indymedia,  June 1, 2007

Residents report that at about 5:00 Thursday, May 31st, ICE agents raided 
an apartment complex and a mobile home park nearby in Shelton, and took 
(at least) 17 people. The detained people included men and women, but it 
appears that the agents may have avoided residents who had children or if 
the woman was pregnant. One resident of an apartment that was not raided 
reports that it was done quietly, and that unaffected residents didn’t know 
about the raid until later.

There is an interesting connection between a visit that the Washington State 
Commission of Human Rights did last week to Shelton and the raid. At 
the meeting last week a Hispanic man came forward to denounce repeated 
abuses by the management of an apartment complex towards Hispanic and 
immigrant tenants. The raid last morning happened, coincidentally, at that 
apartment complex. Another interesting connection? large numbers of the 
immigrant population in Shelton live of harvesting salal (sometimes better 
know as brush). The harvesting season came to an end couple of weeks ago 
and this is the time when you can easily find people at their homes. 

Protesters Demand Feinstein  
Oppose Immigration Bill
by Carlos Villareal
Indybay.org,  June 2, 2007

Other Indy-Medias
video.indymedia.org
CHICAGO INDYMEDIA: Chicago Independent TV, CABLECAST ON CAN TV (cable channel 19 
in Chicago) on the first and third Monday of the month at 11pm. On Free Speech TV (Dish Network 
channel 9415). Shows available for download.
NY INDYMEDIA: Black Out Media TV. MNN: Sat 9:30 PM Ch 34 & 107 in NYC
FSTV: Mon 6:00pm; BCAT: Monday 12:30 pm Time Warner/Cablevision 35/68
BOSTON INDYMEDIA: Incite Media TV (2005-2006). Every Thursday on Somerville
Community and Cambridge Community TV.
PORTLAND INDYMEDIA: CATV News: Monday, 6:30pm, ch 23, Thursday night, midnight, ch 22, 
Friday, 9:00pm, ch 11.

radio.indymedia.org
AUSTIN INDYMEDIA: On the Fringe, every Monday on KVRX 91.7 FM Austin
CHICAGO INDYMEDIA: From the Trenches, WLUW FM Chicago.
CLEVELAND INDYMEDIA: Black Out News Radio, WRUW 91.1 FM Cleveland
INDYBAY INDYMEDIA: Indybay Radio (ECR) An East Bay IMC production facility is currently 
being constructed at Free Radio Berkeley’s Oakland space.
DC INDYMEDIA: DC Radio Co-Op, WPFW 89.3 FM DC.
HOUSTON INDYMEDIA: Center Radio Show KPFT 90.1FM Houston.
LOS ANGELES INDYMEDIA: Kill Radio, Anti-Corporate Internet Radio via http://killradio.org/
SANTA CRUZ INDYMEDIA: Freak Radio, 101 FM, Santa Cruz. LiveStream via http://www.freak-
radio.org/
PHILADELPHIA INDYMEDIA: Radio Volta, Internet radio via http://www.radiovolta.org/
PITTSBURGH INDYMEDIA: Rustbelt Radio, live on WRCT 88.3 FM Pittsburgh.  Also on WVJW 
94.1 FM Wheeling, WV area, and and WPTS 92.1 FM Pittsburgh. Live web stream: WRCT.org. See ar-
chives at: radio.indypgh.org.
PORTLAND INDYMEDIA: Portland Indymedia Radio, Internet radio via http://radio.portland.in-
dymedia.org:8000/listen.pls
URBANA CHAMPAIGN INDYMEDIA: Radio Free Urbana, WRFU 104.5 FM, Urbana. First In-
dymedia-owned radio station. See archives via: www.radiofreeurbana.org. Sister radio station: La Voz del 
Pueblo Lenca 97.3 (The Voice of the Lenca People).

This is not meant to be an ex-
haustive list and we would like to 
acknowledge all video and audio 
Indymedia reporters and media 
activists who have in the past, are 
presently, and will be committed to 
producing indynews.

FroM tHe edItors:

Brad R. Will (1970-2006) was a U.S. anar-
chist, documentary filmmaker and a jour-
nalist with Indymedia New York City. He 
was shot and killed on October 27, 2006 
during the teachers’ strike in Oaxaca, 
Mexico. Photo: Piratejenny.
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In March 2007, communities all over the U.S. mobilized to mark the four-year anniversary of what they call “ George W. 
Bush’s illegal war on Iraq!” In Washington DC, thousands gathered to march to the Pentagon. According to United for Peace 
and Justice, such events took place in 1000 other US cities such as Los Angeles, Oklahoma and Philadelphia. The DC protest 
highlighted another anniversary: the 40th anniversary of the historic 1967 anti-war march to the Pentagon during the Vietnam 
War. According to ANSWER, “the message of the 1967 march was ‘From Protest to Resistance,’ and marked a turning point in 
the development of a countrywide mass movement.” Marchers followed the route of the 1967 gathering. In the midst of it all, 
indymedia reporters are witnesses and document the anti-war movement that mainstream media is so adamant in ignoring. 
This is but a small sample of our favorites stories.

The Anti-War Movement: Whose Streets?!
US Indymedia-Various Reports from Local Indymedias
http://indymedia.us/en/topic/anti-war/archive1.shtml

Anti-war Iraq Vets Reenact Occupation at Washington D.C.
by Jeff Paterson. DC Indymedia, March 20, 2007

A platoon of Iraq Veterans Against the War (IVAW) took to the streets of down-
town Washington DC today reenacting their experiences in Iraq as participants 
in an unjust war. A dozen others people filled the roles of Iraq civilians under 
foreign occupation. Troops reenacted mass roundups and detentions, prison-
er searches and interrogations, and patrol operations on the Capitol Building 
lawns, the gates of the White House, the Washington Monument, the Treasury 
Building, and a military recruiting station. Troops barked orders, “To shut the 
hell up or I’ll blow their freaking head of!” to suspected insurgents and/or Iraqi 
civilians. Leaflets were distributed to people walking by to explain that “this is 
what is happening every day in Iraq.” Although the IVAW platoon was detained 
briefly near the Capitol Building, and shadowed by a multi-agency SWAT team, 
no casualties were taken. Midway throw the day the platoon joined a press con-
ference with Military Families Speak Out, Veterans for Peace, and the Appeal 
for Redress to call on congress to “Support the troops by de-funding the war.”

From the editors: Operation First Casualty has since then been staged in other 
cities, including New York City on May 28, 2007. Some of the participat-
ing veterans have been threatened to lose their honorable discharge status. See 
Adam Kokesh’s story.

Peace Activists Occupy 
Federal Building!
by War No More 11. Rochester Indymedia, March 19, 2007

On Friday, March 16, local peace activists—known as 
the War No More 11—occupied both congressional 
and senate offices at the Keating Federal Building in 
downtown Rochester protesting the illegal war in Iraq. 
The group, organized by the Declaration of Peace co-
alition, occupied the offices of Senators Chuck Shumer 
and Hilliary Clinton as well as Representative Louise 
Slaughter`s office declaring they would remain until the 
Congresspeople would: 

l) De-fund the war and occupation of Iraq, 

2) Co-sponsor legislation calling for the safe and rapid 
withdrawal of all US troops from Iraq and the closure of 
all military bases in Iraq, 

3) Bear responsibility for the destruction in Iraq and 
the cost of reconstruction there, 

4) Rescind prior agreements giving control of the 
Iraqi economic sector to occupying forces, and

5) Oppose all plans to attack Iran. The occupiers con-
tinued to read the names of Iraqi and American dead 
until the Federal building was officially closed at which 

time Homeland Security said they were free to leave 
without charges or otherwise a court appearance ticket 
would be issued with an automatic $500.00 fine. Three 
of the occupiers were issued appearance tickets.

From the editors: Since Bush’s New Year call for a 
“surge” in force and funding of the violence, Project 
Occupation has formed to coordinate the strategic oc-
cupation of the offices of congress people who are ei-
ther tacitly or explicitly supporting the war on Iraq.

Gonzalez Embarrased at Harvard Reunion
by StopTorture. Boston Indymedia, April 30, 2007

The Attorney General was on campus for the 25th 
reunion of his Harvard Law School class. He came un-
announced to students, to deliver a lunchtime speech, 
after two weeks clinging to save his job and defending 
allegations that he fired eight U.S. Attorneys for politi-
cal reasons. But word quickly spread and by the time 
Gonzales and his fellow classmates assembled on the law 
library steps for their class photo, a group of current 
students were there to greet him, having donned black 
hoods and orange jumpsuits. As the photographer told 
the class of 1982 to smile and say “cheese,” the students 
yelled out that saying “torture,” “resign” or “I don’t re-
call” might be more appropriate.

The Attorney General’s visit to his alma mater coin-
cided with the third anniversary of the release of photos 
depicting the torture of detainees at Abu Ghraib prison 
in Iraq, and came the day after a German federal pros-
ecutor dismissed a case alleging that Gonzales was re-
sponsible for approving the policies that resulted in those 
abuses. These facts were not lost on Deborah Popowski, 
a second-year law student who had just finished or-
ganizing a nationwide student sit-in urging Congress 
to pass pending legislation that would restore detainees’ 
rights to habeas corpus. “When I heard, I dropped ev-
erything. Gonzales needs to know that after approving 
poorly-reasoned memos that distort the rule of law and 

justify torture, he is simply not welcome here.”

She slipped through the law library’s front doors and 
approached Gonzales from behind. “On behalf of many 
other Harvard Law students,” she said, “I’d like to tell 
you that we are ashamed to have you as an alumnus of 
this school. And we’re glad you’re here to be able to tell 
you that.” Gonzales thanked the student and offered to 
shake her hand, but was refused. After the class photo 
was taken, several of the Attorney General’s classmates 
clapped and approached the protesting students to thank 
them for their efforts. A few minutes later, Gonzales was 
quickly whisked down a back staircase, out a basement 
emergency exit and into a waiting SUV.”

Three Grannies and a Gramps Arrested at Recruiting Office
by Bonnie. Portland Indymedia, March 24, 2007

Four members of the surge Protection Brigade were 
arrested while closing down the NE Portland Army re-
cruiting Center on Friday, March 23rd. It is the eighth 
time the group has closed the office. A total of ten peo-
ple - and seven rocking chairs - have been arrested. To-
day the rocking chairs were just cited and released.

This action is in opposition to continued funding 
for a war of occupation that is destroying the people 

and country of Iraq, tearing apart families of dead and 
injured U.S. soldiers and draining scarce financial re-
sources from domestic programs. Sara Graham, one of 
the grandmothers arrested at the recruiting center on 
February 2nd, was back again on Friday. She says, “Con-
gress is betraying us, our children and our grandchil-
dren. We’re here because we want no more funds for the 
war, no more troops for the war, no more war.”

The group is taking direct action at this recruiting of-
fice because we are frustrated that our elected officials 
have not heard the people’s voice that we want this war 
to end now. “We are appealing directly to young people 
– potential new recruits – please do not offer your life 
for this cause,” says Bonnie Tinker, a spokesperson for 
the group.



Seattle Students Walk Out Against the War in Iraq
by Philip Locker and Ramy Khalil for Youth Against War and Racism. Seattle Indymedia, May 4, 2007

Over 800 students walked out of schools through-
out the Seattle area on April 18 to demand an im-
mediate end to the Iraq war. The walkout, organized 
by Youth Against War and Racism (YAWR), culmi-
nated in a protest at a meeting of the School Board, 
calling for military recruiters be kicked out of our 
schools. The students also protested the School Dis-
trict’s plan to close 7 Seattle schools, calling instead 
for money for education, not war.

Throughout the day of rallies and marching 
throughout Seattle’s downtown, the students’ energy 
and enthusiasm was palpable, with non-stop chanting 
and speeches. Students from over 35 schools joined 
the walkout, mainly from high schools, though there 
were also many students from colleges and even a 
few middle schools. Unlike many antiwar protests 
which often draw the same crowd of activists, this 
walkout succeeded in mobilizing hundreds of new 
students and young people who had been to few 
protests before, if any. 

After a rally and a long march, we rallied outside 
the Seattle School board, where there was a con-
cert with amazing music and more speeches. The 
one hour public comment period was dominated by 
powerful speeches by students and antiwar activists, 
frequently interrupted by thunderous applause.

Speaker after speaker demanded the School Board 
finally take meaningful action against military re-
cruiters and stop the school closures. School Board 
members were clearly taken aback by the commu-
nity’s outrage. While they have tried to create the 
impression that they are listening and will begin 
enforcing and tightening their policies restricting 
recruiters, we will definitely need to keep up the 
pressure on them to make sure they really follow 
through in deeds, not just in words. At the same time, 
a new policy further restricting recruiters access to 
Seattle public schools would still be far short of what 
we need—military recruiters out of schools com-
pletely.

With Major Protests Imminent, Military 
Recruiters Withdraw from UCSC Job Fair
by Bonnie. Santa Cruz Indymedia, April 8, 2007

With hundreds of students expected to protest, U.S. 
Army and U.S. Marine Corps recruiters announced on 
April 17th their withdrawal from the Last Chance Job Fair 
being held at UC Santa Cruz on April 24th. Student pro-
tests have made UCSC an increasingly ineffective site of 
military recruitment for almost three years.

On Tuesday, April 24th, Students Against War (SAW) will 
be hosting a rally at Baytree Plaza beginning at 10 am in 
celebration of this victory. Joined by members of Iraq Vets 
Against the War (IVAW), the rally and subsequent actions 
will demonstrate the student body’s continued opposition 
to war and will further the campaign to untangle the Uni-
versity of California from military-related research, nu-
clear weapons production, and the other aspects of what 
might be termed ‘the war machine.’

As the military loses more troops overseas and our gen-
eration refuses to take their place, UCSC’s success can be 
seen as a model for how communities can directly resist 
war without relying on the corrupt political process. Al-
though the law prevents schools from banning recruiters 
outright, UCSC students, through massive protests, have 
effectively prevented recruiters from operating on campus 
for nearly three years.

“We’ve upheld our community’s values of tolerance and 
nonviolence despite federal attempts to impose militarism 
on our daily lives,” said third year student Natalie Ma-
cIntyre. “If every school prevented recruitment, if every 
port stopped shipping weapons, if every community re-
fused to accept war profiteers as neighbors, war would be 
impossible.”

GRANNIES ARRESTED  
Blocking Tank in Rose Parade
by editor@schema-root.org. 

Portland Indymedia, June 10, 2007

Two of the “Seriously Pissed Off Grannies” of the Surge 
Protection Brigade were arrested on June 9th stopping the 
tank that was in the Rose Parade in Portland, Oregon. Bon-
nie Tinker and Sara Graham were arrested at the 100th An-
niversary Portland Rose Festival Parade when they stood 
to block a U.S. Army Tank from entering the parade.

Why Try to Stop a Tank from Parading Through Port-

land? This is a time to mourn war, not to celebrate it. The 
military section of this parade is intended to honor “the 
Greatest Generation.” Inviting the veterans to march in 
the parade honors veterans. Honoring service to country 
is what democracies do. Parades are fun, but if we want to 
honor our veterans, we should also pay for the health care 
and services they need and deserve.

Community Pickets, Shuts Down War Profiteers SSA at Oakland Port
by Oakland Community Shuts Down SSA Gates. San Francisco Bay Area Indymedia, May 22, 2007

On May 19th, work activity at the Stevedoring Ser-
vices of America (SSA) gates was successfully halted this 
morning after the ILWU locals chose not to cross the 
community picket lines. Three ships sat at the SSA docks, 
and cargo did not move. Pickets continued throughout 
the day.

The picket was a direct action to stop the war. Cur-
rently, military shipments through the port enable and 
support the ongoing occupation of Iraq. Through this 
picket, activists aimed to stop war shipments with the 
intention of forcing the immediate return of US troops. 
Moreover, picketers also demanded community control 
of the port, insisting that port money be used to fix 
schools and social services in Alameda County.

On April 7th, the PAC hosted a rally at the port com-
mission to mark the anniversary of the brutal repression 
of anti-war activists by the OPD. Many of the current 

organizers were also part of the group that originally 
picketed the port four years ago.As was the case four 
years ago, organizers expect the ILWU to respect the 
picket lines on May19th. Unlike the police riot that 
took place four years ago, however, organizers expect 
the police response will be somewhat tamer this time 
around.

They cite the 2 million dollar legal settlement against 
the Oakland Police Department that resulted from the 
2003 picket, recent political changes in Oakland, and 
a surge in the general antiwar sentiment in the US as 
reasons they expect greater police restraint.

The action at the Port of Oakland is partially inspired 
by those earlier in the year in Washington. After activists 
successfully shutdown the shipments in Olympia they 
set their eyes on the port of Tacoma. At the Tacoma 
Port, blockaders were met with with heavy repression.

Adam Kokesh 
Hearing Update
by Iraq Veterans Against the War. 
DC Indymedia, June 2 and 7, 2007

Marine Corps veteran and IVAW member, 
Adam Kokesh, faced a military hearing on June 
4th that could have resulted in his discharge sta-
tus changing from “Honorable” to “Other Than 
Honorable” due to taking part in activities criti-
cal of the U.S. occupation in Iraq. Kokesh, who 
served in Fallujah in Iraq and was honorably dis-
charged in November 2006, recently rejected a 
plea bargain offered by the military saying that 
it “risks the free speech rights of veterans and 
threatens to silence the voices of those whose 
experiences are most relevant in the most press-
ing debate before the nation.”

Iraq Veterans Against the War scored a victory 
for free speech Monday June 4th, 2007 in Kansas 
City, MO. A panel of three Marine Corps offi-
cers recommended Monday that Adam Kokesh 
received a general discharge under honorable 
conditions. Adam and his attorney will, however, 
appeal this finding on the grounds that Adam is 
entitled to his full honorable discharge. In addi-
tion, according to the Washington Post, member 
the Marine Corps will also charge Cloy Rich-
ards, but Cloy has not yet received any disciplin-
ary paperwork.

Several other honorably discharged IVAW 
members are facing a similar hearing based on 
their stance against the war. IVAW members will 
continue to tell the truth about our experiences 
in Iraq and in the military and fight to bring our 
brothers and sisters home from Iraq now.





indigenous rights | immigration
O’odham Burial Ground Unearthed During Border Wall Construction
June 14, San Diego – Remains of the indigenous O’odham people were unearthed last month 

during the construction of the border wall between the United States and Mexico. Local 
O’odham residents are demanding that the remains be returned to them.

The unearthed people are the direct ancestors of five families living in the Ali Jegk commu-
nity of the Tohono O’odham Nation....Margaret Garcia cried and asked, “Why do these non-
O’odham continue to mistreat us? We are humans, we do not go to their [Anglo] graves and 
dig them up and put them in boxes.”... These remains were found buried near the International 
Border, inside of Tohono O’odham Nation lands in Arizona.
http://sandiego.indymedia.org/en/2007/06/126781.shtml

racism | police & legal
Shot in the Back: APD, City of Austin, and Corporate Media Blame 
Shooting on East Austin Club
June 14, Austin, TX – In the early hours of June 3, Kevin Brown was running as fast as he 

could away from Chester’s nightclub, which lies on 12th St. and Airport on Austin’s east side. 
He was fleeing a white police officer, Michael Olson, who fatally shot him twice in the back 
moments later. Brown was a 25-year-old black man. The local corporate media leads an attack 
on Chester’s nightclub, deflecting attention away from the cop with a history of brutality who 
shot Kevin Brown to death in the back - another death in the cycle of APD violence against 
people of color.
http://austin.indymedia.org/feature/display/34356/index.php

gender & sexuality | police & legal
Friends Seek Justice for the Murder of a 20-Year Old Transwoman
June 13, Philadelphia -- Erika Keels, a 20-year-old black transwoman, was murdered on March 

22, 2007, at the corner of Broad and Thompson in North Philadelphia, in a hit-and-run assault. 
Witnesses saw a man eject Ms. Keels from his car and intentionally run her over four times, kill-
ing her and leaving the scene. The Philadelphia police have refused to conduct an investigation 
of Erika’s death and have closed the case.

Erika’s death has caused an uproar in the trans community in Philadelphia, and is part of a 
devastating pattern of violence against trans people of color in Philadelphia and elsewhere.
http://phillyimc.org/en/2007/06/40392.shtml

human rights | prisons
Botched Execution Angers Ohio Abolitionists
June 10, Cleveland -- On May 24, Ohio set a new record—for the length of time taken to 

execute a prisoner. The medical technicians worked for 90 minutes to put shunts into the veins 
of Christopher Newton, so long he had to be allowed to get off the execution table to have a 
bathroom break. During this time activists barraged the office of Ohio Gov. Ted Strickland with 
phone calls, threatening to alert the media.

Once the injection of lethal chemicals began, it took an additional 16 minutes for Newton to 
die, compared to an average of 7.5 minutes. According to the Associated Press report, his stom-
ach contorted, his chin shook and his body had two mild convulsions. This indicates that the 
deadly “cocktail” was not performing as expected.

Kathy Soltis of the Cleveland Coalition Against the Death Penalty and the Cleveland Lu-
casville Five Defense Committee, made the following comment: “The sentence, to which we 
object in absolute terms, is death, not death preceded by torture. Being stuck repeatedly with 
needles is not part of the deal.”
http://cleveland.indymedia.org/news/2007/06/25946.php

animal rights | indigenous rights
Montana Lies About Last Remaining Wild Buffalo in North America
June 10, Montana -- Over the last two weeks, state and federal authorities had planned to 

slaughter 300 of the last remaining wild buffalo in North America, including calves and their 
mothers. The carnage was stopped by public outcry and the Buffalo Field Campaign, but this is 
not the first time this has happened. In the last 7 years the government has trucked 2,000 wild 
buffalo to slaughter, and 1,000 last year alone, part of a practice of clearing public lands of wild 
buffalo to enable an expansion of the cattle industry.

On indybay.org: George Cadman of Free Radio Santa Cruz 101.1 fm interviews Stephanie 
Seay, media coordinator of the BFC.
http://www.indybay.org/newsitems/2007/06/10/18426662.php
http://portland.indymedia.org/en/2007/06/360856.shtml

indigenous rights | environment
U.S. Dept of Justice Continues to Pursue Desecration of Sacred Site
June 8, Flagstaff, AZ – On Wednesday, May 30th the United States Department of Justice, 

on behalf of the Forest Service, filed for a rehearing and appeal in the case to protect the San 
Francisco Peaks in Northern Arizona. The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals previously ruled in 
favor of Native American tribes and environmental groups on the grounds that a proposed ski 
area development and expansion would violate the Religious Freedom Restoration Act and the 
National Environmental Policy Act. The Peaks, which are held holy by more than 13 Native 
American Nations, have been at the center of a legal battle that has pitted tribes and environ-
mental groups against the U.S. Forest Service and a small private ski area. On June 4, 2007 a 
protest was held outside the Coconino National Forest Service office, to show outrage at the 
government’s decision to continue to pursue the desecration of the San Francisco Peaks. Info 
at www.savethepeaks.org
http://arizona.indymedia.org/archives/archive_by_id.php?id=381&category_id=1

youth & students | environment
East Palo Alto Youth Win Preliminary Battle Against Giant Polluter
June 6, Palo Alto, CA – Last month, members of Youth United for Community Action (YUCA), 

celebrated a California state order that will shut down large portions of a major hazardous waste 
handler located in East Palo Alto, ironically named Romic Environmental Technologies. For 43 
years, Romic has operated a hazardous waste recycling facility in East Palo Alto -- and since 
1991, community residents have waged a campaign to shut it down. On May 31st, the Califor-
nia Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) finally responded by announcing it had 
issued an enforcement order to Romic, charging it with such state violations such as unsafe op-
erations (that resulted in a June 2006 toxic release) and reckless disregard (for the risk of serious 
injury to an employee in March 2006). The order prohibits Romic from handling, treating and 
storing hazardous bulk liquid waste in containers greater than 85 gallons.
http://www.indybay.org/newsitems/2007/06/06/18425290.php

housing & development
Temple Courts Residents, NAHT protest eviction plans
June 5, Washington DC – Residents of the besieged Temple Courts apartment building, backed 

up by the National Alliance of HUD Tenants (NAHT), rallied to demand that any demolition of 
their building be preceded by construction of new housing for all residents.

Residents had struck a deal with Mayor Anthony Williams’ administration to build new hous-
ing for all Temple Courts residents prior to planned “redevelopment” of the rapidly gentrifying 
area. Now Mayor Adrian Fenty wants to go back on this deal and let HUD and Bush Construc-
tion terminate the rent assistance contract, evict 211 families into the street, issue useless Section 
8 vouchers that almost no landlords accept, and build something else on the site.

Speakers juxtaposed the situation with the planned demolition of the Robert F. Kennedy 
Memorial Stadium. An entirely new stadium is being built for the Nationals prior to demoli-
tion, not after.
See dc.indymedia.org for Photos and Audio by WSQT Guerrilla Radio.
http://dc.indymedia.org/newswire/display/139329/index.php

police & legal | poverty
Champaign County Jail Being Run As Debtor’s Jail
June 1, Urbana-Champaign, IL -- The debtor’s jail, once considered a relic of the 19th century, 

has now been re-instituted in Champaign County. We have received news of several inmates 
who have been incarcerated in the county jail for outstanding debts from traffic tickets. Because 
these individuals have been held in contempt of court on petty offenses, they have not been 
appointed a Public Defender. In one case, a man named Michael Alexander has been held for 
six weeks without seeing an attorney. If there is no intervention, he will languish in the jail until 
his next court date.

This kind of bill collecting had become common during previous State’s Attorney John Piland’s 
administration. Champaign County Health Care Consumers exposed the way Carle Hospital 
was using the court system to collect on its debts, and Carle’s tax exempt status was revoked. The 
current State’s Attorney Julia Rietz won her campaign in 2004 by promising she would put an 
end to this kind of legal retaliation. Yet while the head was cut off, the body remains. Now the 
Champaign County criminal justice is collecting on the bills of its own debtors

Michael Alexander has been in the county jail for six weeks for traffic tickets that range from 
driving without insurance, to not wearing a seatbelt. The tickets date back to 1995 and some-
how amount to an astronomical $24,000. The prosecution for his outstanding traffic tickets 
began in 2005, the year Rietz took office. Alexander’s case is not unique.
http://www.ucimc.org/node/1337

housing & development
7000 March in “New York Is Our Home” Rally
May 28, New York -- On Wednesday an estimated 7,000 people, representing over 90 commu-

nity and tenant organizations tenants, rallied outside of Stuyvesant Town for the launch of the 
New York is Our Home Affordable Housing Campaign. The rally started at 5pm with groups 
forming a human chain around Stuyvesant Town and Peter Copper Village (14th Street to 23rd 
Street, between 1st Avenue and Avenue C). After “Hands Around Stuy Town” demonstrators 
then marched across 14th Street to Union Square Park. Signs reading “Save Our Homes” were 
plentiful as well as chants of “Affordable Housing Now!” and “Si Se Puede” (Yes We Can!). 
Groups representing each borough and dozens of neighborhoods were present: the Northwest 
Bronx Community and Clergy Coalition, the Stuyvesant Town-Peter Cooper Village Tenants 
Association, GOLES, ACORN, the Working Families Party, and many, many more.

The New York is Our Home Campaign website ( http://newyorkisourhome.blogspot.com) 
includes a summary of the event and details some of the Campaign’s upcoming actions includ-
ing a project to map rent hikes across the city and a trip to Albany on June 5th to lobby for 
statewide housing reform legislation.
http://nyc.indymedia.org/or/2007/05/86647.html

youth & students | conflict & community
Boston Youth Coalition Demands Funding and Summer Jobs from City Hall
May 25, BOSTON, MA – Over 200 Boston teens and youth workers marched through down-

town on their way to City Hall, where eleven youth delivered moving testimony inside the 
Council Chambers, during the Council’s hearing regarding the City’s Summer Job program.

Throughout downtown, the voices of young people screaming, “More Programs, Less Lock-
up!” could be heard loud and clear. As the crowd walked through the streets, chalk outlines 
of young people were left behind -- illustrating the lives lost. During the hearing that would 
follow, several City Councilors remarked they had never taken part in a hearing more moving, 
organized or well attended. The eleven youth, representing a variety of organizations working 
collaboratively under the banner of the UYYWB (United Youth and Youth Workers of Boston), 
took on the persona and spoke in behalf of deceased friends and loved ones, challenging the 
tendency for deceased urban youth--victims of the epidemic of youth violence that plagues 
the streets of Boston--to be thought as, “just another number,” moving many in the stuffed 
chambers to tears.

The youth of UYYWB’s message is simple: Ending youth violence will require a significant 
investment in youth. We must create a stronger safety net and lessen the cracks young people slip 
through. UYYWB is calling on the City to allocate an additional $8 Million to adequately fund 
year round youth jobs, youth programs and increased Streetworkers to reach the most affected 
youth -- methods proven by research to be more effective than increased police presence. Each 
youth ended their testimony by stating, “listen to me now, because next year I might not be 
here.” The group’s plan is to continue working with City Council until their goals are met.
http://boston.indymedia.org/feature/display/199679/index.php

labor
NYC Starbucks Union celebrates 3rd anniversary
May 18, New York City – On May 17, Starbucks workers and their allies took to the streets in 

NYC and around the world to demand justice from the world’s largest coffee chain for baristas 
and coffee farmers. Three years after the founding of the IWW Starbucks Workers Union [Star-
bucksUnion.org], the organization has members in multiple U.S states successfully using Direct 
Action to rise out of poverty and articulate an independent voice on the job.

To silence worker voices, Starbucks has disgracefully terminated eight SWU baristas in retali-
ation for their union activity. The SWU has prevailed against Starbucks to reinstate two of the 
members but six remain out of a job. Despite multiple Labor Board complaints, the coffee giant 
continues to punish baristas for discussing the union and force union-busting propaganda down 
workers throats. 
http://nyc.indymedia.org/or/2007/05/86351.html

From the Newswire: A Taste of Daily Articles from Local IMCs




